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fee", if there be ary forrow Lam 1.x} 
Hike antomy ſorrow ; it ithath 
} been done to any Reformed 
400 or Proteftant Church under 
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01 Teaven, asir 1s done unto 
'me!' O how my Wounds 
_ © were ready tobe Cloſed ,/ 1 
SR to be _— my Deſolations andW, 


tbe'fin iſhed 3 when the Barbarous was che .. &d, 
— the 
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(>) 
the Licentious was reſtrained , the Uſurpers. 
were removed ,. the profeſſed Enemies of differenr 
- Intereſts and Religion which perſecured me, were 
ſubdued, and I ready to ſettle upon the Eternal 
Foundations of ſound Doctrine, of Primitive Go- 
 vernment, of anholy and pure Worſhip,. of a de- 
. centand comely Order, tothe amazement of. the 
World, to the honour of-Religion,. tothe glory of 
God, to the peace of the whole Earth, and for 
good will among men : behold! my Children 
are diſcontent, my Government 15 complained of, 
my Qrdinances ate-negleQed , my Miniſters are 
deſpifed, my.Peace.is diſturbed, and my Safety eg- £108,nW 
þ: ; dangered, Hear,0 Heatens-; andgiuecar,O0 Earth !- Hiph-yrjed 
necks. What could I: have done that I have not done >. itheUlu 
reproach- Have I'not taught the truth of God f1ncerc]y., gi-. andBiſbopſ 
and ſule- yirig nit to-babes, and ſirongermeatto then-thar: 
"'S& -wereabletobear it, .and the. Oracles of God to all- 
in a Language they beſt underfiood ->- Have I-con- 
ccaled-any,part of Gods ſacred Counſel from you >. 
Have I. not fer forth with all platnnefs and free- 
dome the-bleſſed fulneſs and excellencies-of my, 
:Lord ]cſus.Chrif.,;in ſuch a manner and meaſure 
as I received from. the. VVord and Spirit > Havel 
nor adminiſired all the Ordinances of. God faith- 
fully >. Haye I not enjoyned and:taughrall vertue- 
and all grace, carefully recommending to my Chil-- 
dren whatſoever things are good , wbatfoever things are - 
true, whatſgever things are boneſt, whatſoever things are - | 
ju, whatſoever things are pure , whatſoever things are- 
tevely, whatſoever things are of good report ;- every ho- kk 
Jury a every neceſſary Rule 3, and cyery jmira- hwy 
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_ 
| ble Example 3. withall the Advantages of ſound 
Knowledge , powerful Preaching , which at once 
' was able to taform the weakeſt zo reclaim the moſt 
erroneous,to-retorm the moſt debanched,o ſatisfie 
the moſt curious,8& to-filence the moſt refratory > 
Have not L prepared with much.ſtudy and indu- 
ſtry , with many prayers andtears,. with lohg E- 
_.ducation, and diligent care, .xeverend Bifhops, or- 
derly Presbyters, aple Miniſters-,. workmen. thar 
_nced not be aſhamed, duly ordained , and called 
after an uninterrupted: and Catholick. fuccefſion 
through all Ages , agreeable to that.oviginal Inſti- 
ution which was from Jeſus Chriſt, the grear 
High-prieſt,. the true Prophet, the ſoveraign King 
of the Church, the chief Preacher of righteouſneſs, 
and Biſhop of our-ſouls >> Have T.nor, 7 ſay, raken Her care. 
.an holy care of a ſucceſſion of Miniſters abourho- 
Jy things , who-mightdivide the V-Vordaright by: 
ſolid Preaching , might wait. upon God folemnly 
by a devour and diſcreet Praying, might convince 
. Gain-ſayers by acute Diſputing:, mighp inſtruct: 
the world by. exa&. VVriting ,.-. might: maintain - 
Peace and.Order by. wiſe Governing,might reform 
the world. by. holy. living z> Hath: xt:noe been my 
care and endeavour keep up the ſoundneſs, pow- 
.cr and life of Chriſtian Religion > - Have not Hla- 
.boured that my good people might: everywhere | 
have what js neceſlary and: wholeſome tor their 
fouls good, in devour Prayers, in hely.Sacramentsy, . 
in-poweriul Sermons ;_ whereby. L: deſired: (:God : 
| Enoweth) to preſerve wholeſome and faving ruth, . 
ta. promote true holigeſs,. to ſet up an holy de- 


(4) 
Cency, to Maintain the wholeſome form-and pow- 
er of godlineſs, in truth, peace'y ordet and unity > 
Have not1held forth an holy Light,Rule and Lite, 
.in the plain parts of Scripture every year-read ; in 
the Articles every year acknowledged , in the 
.Creeds and Catechiſm every year explained, -in 
the Lyturgy conſtancly uſed; whereby poor fouls 
. had a plain, cafie and fure-way-to- Heaven,through 
-anunfeigned Faith; fincere Repentance,a Catho- 
ikeCharity,a devout Humility,a goodConſcience, 
andanholy obedience to God and man, accordin; 
tothe will of God,unto all well-pleaſing? Do bark 
_take careto'inſtru& theignoranc diHigently,to com- 
-fort the weak-hearred tenderly , to rate up then 
that fall compaſſionately,to viſit thoſe that are ſick 
_ .::»charizably,to relieve thoſe that want mercitully,to 
- burymy dead thar{ſleep inJeſus ſolemnlygro-puniſh 
hoſe thar doamils ſeverely',j-ro :reftore:chem that 
«have. gone-wſtray pitifelly,- eo infiruct them-thar 
.oppoſe- themſelves meckly -, - ro frame a way of 
_ O _ and Communion , ( in which Bre- 
;thren.might happily'dwell rogether'in unity) pru- 
'denitly; ongthy wr reenly F'-O wharl cikin $$ 
-of mint chenhave occaſioned theſe impatientmmu?- 
Mmurs-which'Thear! wharfaults of mine have rat- 
{xd thoſe bitter reproaches which I'bear > whar e- 
norMities of: mine haye-provoked. thofe mnminene 
dangers which 1 fear > © O why-is it that:yewtid 
own my God as Saviout;' Who haveſubmured ro 
my-Doarine as yourRule, who have parraked of 
of :my Sacraments as your refreſhment and com- 
twr'; 'Owhy'is 4that ye hate and defpiſe me, 
SEE —— 3wW 


*; Y 


—=_ 
tharye ſtrip and wound me, that ye tear and man-: 
oleme', thar ye impoveriſh and debaſe me , that 
char ye make me a ſcorn , an abomination, an hiſ- 
fing and aſtoniſhment to all that fee me ,. a derifi- 


*... oand amocking tomy enemies round about me > 


-Alas,all men of weight and worth;tor-parts-and ?r Are 


logie for 


men Pety, tor judgement and why pen anne Conſtiue 


and integrity ,. for grace, learning. and.renown, tion. 
know my innocence thus far, that asto the founda- 
tion of Faith and Rule of holineſs, Ihave.onely-ad- 
hered to Gods blefled:\Vord': as: for the Eircum- 
ſtances and Ceremonies of Religion, Fufe in-thenr 
prudently and charitably thar. liberty and power | 


"= which I ſuppoſe is allowed here for peace; order” 
« and decency , by thar bleſſed God who is not the 


Author of confuſion, burof ,. as inallthe- 


Churches of the Saints, . It we may believe-the- 


f integrity of thoſe Reformers- rhar fetled this 


Ehurth , whoſe learning, . worth and piety hath - 
been confirmed by the teſtimony of fo:many wiſe: 
4d religious Princes, by theapprobarion of ſo - 
many. honourable- and unanimous: Houfes of. Pat 


dn # liament ,. by the ſuffrages of ſo many learned and 


reverend Convocations , . by: the: applauſes of fo 


hats many other reformed Churches :-if we may believe 


the-preaching , -living:and:dying of fo many hun» - 
dred excellent Biſhops and Miniſters, or the Pray- 
ers and Proficiencics of fo manythouſand of godly 
Chriſtians, . of if we may. belicve- rhe wonderful 
bleſſings and ſpeciaFgraces of atmercifull God , at- | 
telting the verity:," ttitegrity: and fandtiry of my 
Chriſt uiftian Conſtiruticg for mapy happy years : Y- 
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(6) 
x you will believeeven all menin England, wi 
have by Oaths-and Subſcriptions, by Vows and 
Prowſtations reſolved ro maintain the Proteſtance 
Religion as it was eſtabliſhed in the Church of 

England; who deſpair any where to finde the way. 
of truth and peace ; ot holine{s and happineſs, bur 

_ 1n the uſe of thoſe holy means, and inthe exerciſe 
of thoſe divine graces which accompany ſalvation, 
within :me protcfled and enjoyed, I know no- 
efiing excellent inany: Church' for outward policy, 
imnward tranquillity, and cternal felicity z nothing 
that was pious or peaceable , moral or vertuous, 
ritual or ſpiritual, orderly or comely , or any way 
conducting to truch and holineſs , to grace or ver= 
rue , tothefoulsedification-ana comfort , which. 
was not by..mecntertained with competent Main- 
tenance,: noble Encouragements, ingenious Ho- 
nours, peaceable Serenity, and munificent Plenty g 
in which I flouriſhed ſo many years by Gods 

_ goodneſs, and mans indulgence... 

. Alas , whatever .I have done in the ſettlements 
ot the Rices, Circumſtances and Decencies of Re- 
ligion, I have obſerved that modeſty, wiſdom and 

humility that becamea Church of Chriſt , in diſ- 
creetly and -1ngeniouſly complying - with ſober: , 
primitiveand venerable Antiquity in the Church, 
as faras it obſerved the Rules of Gods VVord, and 
went not beyond the liberty allowed it in poiat of - 
Order and Decency.. O you are too | to 
beiignorant,. and:too.ingenious to. be infenſible of 
your. duty to God”. and:your'reſpe;to me z-, who | 
was heretofore ſomuch loved by my Children; ap- 
mn __ plauded 


, þ 4 f ) 
abi | plauded by my Friends, reverenced by my Neigh- 
wiv bours, teared and envyed by mine Enemies, tor 
thoſe ſpiritual Gifts, Miniſterial, Devotional and 
Practical, which were evidently ſeen in me, thoſe 
heavenly influences which people received from 
me , thoſe gratious examples and frequent good 
works ſet forth by me, the bleſſed experiences men 
enjoyed within me, the charitable ſimplicities ex- 
ercited by my members, the numerous Aſſemblies, 
".;  thefrequent Devotions , the reverent Attentions, 
7. - the unanimous Communions , the well-grounded 
hopes, and unſpeakable comforts which thouſands 
enjoyed,borth living and dying,inobedicnce to,and 
communion with me;which to impartial men were 
moſtpregnant evidences, and valid demonſtrations 
otrrueReligion , anda true Church, ſerled by the 
joynt coaſent, and publick piery of a Chriſtian 
Nation, He was a wiſe, holy, and reverend Son 
_ of my boſome, who ſaid , That z the greateſt matu- 
rity of his Judgement , andintegrity of his Conſcience) 
when moſt redeemed from juventle Feruours, popular Fal- 
lacies, wulgar Partialities, and ſecular Flatteries , be 
aeclared to the preſent Age and Poſterity, that ſance he 
was capable to move tn ſo ſerious a ſearch , and weighty a 
diſquiſitton as that of Religion ts ; as his greateſt deſigne 
was through Gods grace to find out and perſevere tn ſuch a 
Projeſs1on of Chriſtzan Religion as bath most of truth and 
. Order, of power and peace, of holineſs and ſolemnity , of 
Arvine verity and Catholick antiquity , of true charity 
 andboly conitancy : ſo he could ot ( apart from all pre- 
Judices and prepoſſeſstons ) finde 1n any other Church or 
Church-ynay , ancient or modern » either more of the good 
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(8) 

he deſired, oy lefs of the evil be would avad, then he had 
a long time diſcerned , and upon 4 ftrifer ſcruttny move 
81d more ins the frame and form, tn the ConStutation and 
ſetled Diſpenſation of the Church of England, Ny 
where, (anh he, diutner Myſteries , no where ſoundey- © 
. Dofrinals , holier Morals , warmer D-uottorals, apter 
Ritnals, or coralter Ceremonials.. All which togethe; , by 
a meet aud happy concurrence of piety. aud prudetice, 
braunht forth ſuch Spirituals and Graces , both 1n their 
Habits, Exerciſes and Comforts, as are the Quiateſſence 
and Life, the Soul and Seal of true Religion; thoſe more 
zmmedate and ſpecial Influences of Goas holy Spirit upon 
the Soul , thoſe joynt- Operations of the bleſſed Trizaty, 
for the Juſtification » SanBification , and Salvation of 4 
Sinner. : 


\ 


She juſtii» 1, Can you blame my Government, that anci- 
rh ver ent and Catholick Government of godly Biſhops ; 


F. 
mear, Whichis ſo agreeable to Right Reaſon , fo ſuitable 
to the Principles of. due Order and Policy among 
men, ſoconſonant to-the Scripture-wiſdome both 
in Rules and Patterns , ſo conform to the Catho- 
lick and Primitive Way ot all Chriftian Churches 
throughour all Ages,and in all placesof the wortd> Mu 
Would you have me, againſt all charity, modeſty,. 
humility or equity, to fall away from the Apoſto- 
-lical way of all famous Churches and religious 
Chriſtians > ( coca t off rhe 2 par, x} wap Feny., the 
BU aver 3apoy g Z2CC conciliss 1nfhitutum z fe ed {emper relen= 
tum, & 701 ſt authoritate Apoſtolica in$titutum z the 
" Apotolict ſemings tradures Epiſtopos ; that untver- 
| ſam ſucceſsironem Epiſcoporum ;, thoſe ſucceſstones ab 
vaio decurrentiam Epiſcoporum z, that ordinem Epiſco- 
| | Cw 
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* wi. | ; porumm gut in 7 ohanunem { at authoyem 3 that foto Orbe 


= decretum.) Shallnot I enquire of tie former Age, 
| and prepare my ſelf to the fearchof my Fathers 2 
| for Lam but of yeſterday,andknow nott;ing, Siall 
not they teach me, and tell me, and utter words 
out of their hearts > Shall nor I and int.:e way, 
andask for the old way , which is the good way, 
and walk therein > 
Would you have me give offence to the whole 
Chriitian world , whicheither is or would be g0- 
verned by Biſhops, as the moſt Apoſtolick, Primi-. 
tive, and Univerſal Way > Would you have me 
diſown tie right ſucceſhon of the power Miniſte- 
. rial, conferred by Epiſcopal hands unto this day > 
" S$hallthe TJewitih Church have the Heads of their 
Tribes as Biſhops and Rulers over their Brethren 
| the Prieſts and Levites, and the Chriſtian Church 
in 1miration of them, as in'other particulars, ſo 
1n this) have their Apoſtles, Evangeliſts , their 
| Paſtors and Teachers, without reproach, and may 
notI > O it is certain that whar is once well done, 
Ina regular publick way, is everafter done as to 
the permanency of that vertue that is always in a 
great and good example, Shall I lay afide Primt- 
| tiveand right E »iſcopacy,which hath ſuch grounds 
trom Scripture , both as tothe divine wiſdome (0 
ordering his Chuch among the Jews, as alſoby 
the Example, Precept and Dire&ion evident from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy Apoſtles in 
the New Teſtament , who preferred wortihy per- 
{ons for t}.cir Piety,, 'Zeal, and holy Gravity , to. 
exerciſe a Chriſtian authority over Miniſters and 
ates, ceople 


(10) 


people tor their ſouls good , which might conſiſt 


with charity and humiluy , for the preſervation of 


the Churches peace and purity in the beſt and pri- 
miriverimes ; ſuch grave perſons as tor their Age, 


were Fathers ; for their innocency, Saints; for in- 


duſtry, Labourers ; for conſtancy, Confeflors ; for 


zeal, Martyrs; forcharity , Brethren ; for their 
light, Angels z and venerable for all Excellencies > 
And I own no other Biſhops bur ſuch in whoun are 


- remarkable the vertues of the moſt ancient and 


imitable Biſhops ; the Induſtry of St. Auſtin, rhe 


Courage of St. Ambroſe, the Devotion of St. Gre- 


gory, the Learning of Naztanzen, the Eloquence 
of St. Chryſoftome, the Mildneſs of St, Cyprian , the 
Love of St, gratis, the Conſtancy of St, Polycarp, 
the Nobleneſs of Sr. Baſil, and thoſe who come 


_ ncareſt the Apoſtolical Pattern, and reſemble the 


moſt of any Chriſiitns os Miniſters , the Grace 
and Glory of our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, I endeavour 
chat my Biſhops may. be among Chriſtians the 
moſt fairhful; among Men ,. the moſt civil; a- 


mong Preachers ,, the moſt painful; among Ora= 


tors, the moſt perſwaſive z among Governours,the 
moſt moderate ; among Pious Men, the moſt fer- 
vent; among Profeflors , the moſt forward ; a- 


mong Severe Men, the moſt exa& ; among Suffe- 


xers , the-moſt patientz among Perſeverants, the 
moſt conſtant : the molt compleat every way, and 


_ perfje& unto every good work, Theſe I take care 


{ould be duly choſen , ſhould be eſteemed with 
honour , and reverenced: with love. My Rule ta 
thcmis, That they ſhould. over-rule with vigilance, 

EEE — 
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(11) | 
ſhould rule with joynr counſel, neither levelled 
with younger Preachers and Novices, nor exalted 
- too much above the Grave and Filder. I allow 
theſe men an honourable comperencie, with envi- 
nencie, wherewirh they may exerciſe a large heart, 
and liberal hand , which may conciliate a general 
reſpe&t,and'deſerve the common love, My direction 
_ tothem,1s, that thetr vertue and-piety-may preſerve 
, Ttheauthority of their places ; and this in the order, 
** *peace anddignity of the Church, that they may be 
if the Touchſtoneof Truth, the Loadſtone of Love, 
the Standard of Faith, the Pattern of Holineſs, the 
Pillars of Stabz[:ty, and rhe Centres of Unity 5 ſuch as 
. the Erroneous mayhate, the Fafiom exvy , good men 
may love, and bad men may fear. 
2, Canye blame my Dodrine,approved by the _ 
Reformed , and agreeable with the Primitive .-- -qif 
Church > a Doarine according to godlinefs ,. tea- 


Dodrines 
ching all men that denying all ungodlineſs: and worldly 


luſt, they ſhould Itye righteouſly, ſoberly and godly in this. 
preſ ent world, > ” 


3. Do you finde fault with my Devotion in the | 

Publick Worſhip of God, by Conteffion , Pray- She juſtifs 
\ ers, Praiſes, Pſalms, and other holy Oblations of *Þ Mer 

a Rational and Evangelical Service , offered upto | 

our God by the joynt plety of all my children, (rhe 

wiri wyaty THE wa Fins . the Command oratio) where 

nothing 1s expreſicd as my minde, which Frhoughe 

not agreeable with the minde of. Gods Spirit in 

the Scripture > Nor do I know any:-part of itto 

which a judicious Chriſtian-mighr nor inFaichſay 

Len, taking the expreſſions of 1t inthat pious and 


ER... 

benign ſenſe which the Church intended , andthe 
words may well bcar.' Indeed the wile compo- 
ſure of my Lyrurgy is (in my judgement) ſo whole. 
ſome, ſo holy, ſo complear, ſo diſcreet, fo devour, 
ſo uſeful, ſo ſavoury, ſo well-adviſed, that I finde 
nothing. in the eighteen Lyturgies compoſed inthe 
Eaſtern and \Veſtern Church , thar fs excellent, 
bur is in this of mine 3 and mary things which are 
leſs clear or. neceflary-in them , are better expreſ- 
ſed ar wiſcly omjtced here; rhe whole being {0 or- 
dered, as might beſt intorm all peoples underſtan- 
dings, ſtir up their afteRions, and quicken their de- 
VOLOnsS , in a wholeſome torm ot {ound words : 
ſuch as doſes, David, the Prophets, and the Lord 
Jeſus left behind them, ſolemnly recorded in the 
Scriptures, So that according to the Primitive 
care,.I firſt laid dows Scripture-grounds in-the 
Creeds and Confeflions, and then Ienlarged and 
fixed my Lyturgies and Devotions as ncar as I 
- could rothe majeſty, ſolemniry, exaneſs, unani- 
mity and tulneſs of publick Prayers upon all holy 
publick occaſions , ſo plainly, that the devour ſoul 
| knows well what it ſhould deſire of God ; and (© 
afteQionately, thar it carneſtly-defires in it, what 
itknoweth God alloweth z and ſouniformly, thar 
it peaceably goeth along with the Congregation, 
with one minde and one heatts 22-the unity ho ſpt= 
rit, in the bond of peace. 

- 4. Isir theRites and Ceremonies ] impoſe that 
diſpleaſeyou> Alas, I finde the God of Heaven 
 whiych.weworſhip in Exglazd cnjoyning more Ce- 
remonies on his own people, and forbidding - 

holy 


(i2) 
holy cuſtome to any Chriſtians ,. in order to ad- 
vance the decency and order of his ſervice, or Chri- 
ſtians mutual edificarion and joyntdeverion under. 
the Goſpel. Our bleſſed Saviour hath by his Spi- 
ric guiding rhe Pens and Practices of the Apoſtles, 
{ufhcienr] y man tfeſted rhe power and liberty given 
the Church,and the Governours of it, tor the choice 
and uſe of {uch decent Cuſtomes, Rites and Cere- 
monies , ( noras divine inſtitutions upon the con- 
ſciences , bur as humane injun&ions upon the pra- 
ices) as agree with godly manners, and the truth 
of the Goſpel , and may belt ſerve for order , de- 
cency, peace, folemnity, and mutual edification of 
Chriſtians , agreed upon by publick conſent z in 
which every ones vote 1s perſonally or vertually in- 
cluded. Ir's true, as the Lyturgy, fothe Ceremo- 
nies have ſomething of Rome in them : for to deal. 
plainly, I did freely and juſtly affert to my own uſe 
and Gods glory whatever upon due tryall found 
to have the ſtamp of Gods truthand grace ,. or the 
Churches wiſdome and charity upon-it.. . E would 
not refuſe any good T-found amogglt thery, becauſe 
it vas mixed with fome evil ; but rrying all things, 
I held faſt that which is good, being intent upon. 
the great ends of piety, devotion and charity. - It's 
true, -I enjoyn my people an inwardaworſhip of 
foul, in ſptrir and 1n'rruth;,- before: God: z--but 
 withal, Ienjoyn' outward worſhip: of the body,. 
( which is bur a reaſonable ſervice: to- God that 
made the body) exemplary and fignificant before 
men, in ſuch habits and 'geftures as may moſt con- 
 Quce (bythe advice of the whole @hurch : for the 
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private ſpirit of the Prophets, in thoſe things; 
ought to be ſubjec ro the publick ſpirit of the Pro- 
phets) to reverence, devotion and edification, in 
knowing, humble, meek and quier ſpirits, rightly 


diſcerning the innocent nature of ſuch things not. 


prohibited, and ſo indifferent z and the Chriſtian 


Uberty allowed to them, to uſe thoſe things indif- 


lerent when commanded, and to lay them aſide. 
when nort-commanded, However, let the many 
Obligations to unity by the true Faith you joynrly 
profcts, give you more ſatisfaction, then the occa- 
fionsof dividing the Ceremonies in which you dif- 

Wo {o that you may not upon ſo 
ſmall occaſions, in ſuch {mall matters , ſacrifice to 
your, private paſſion and per{waſion the publick 


- 
- 


peace and proſperity of the Church; eſpecially 


lince 1 never heard ot any ſober Chriſtian, or truly 
godly Miniſter, who ( being in other things pru- 
dent, unblameable, and ſincere ) did ever ſuffer 
any check of confcience meerly upon the account 
of having beenconformable to, and keeping com- 
munio) with me: nor did, they ever. complain of 
Ceremonies ; 'Lyturgie and Epiſcopacie , as any 
damps to their real graces,or to their holy commu- 


nion with Gods bleſſed Spirit - bur admired them 


as the united influepce, the joynt conſent, the com- 
bined devotion of all good, Chriſtians in this Nati- 
on,- who: publickly agreed with one mindeand in 
one manner to ſerve the Lord, in a way allowed by 
the; moſt. pious of Princes, praRiced by the beſt 
Nobility, owned by the wiſeſt Gentry, maintain- 
cd bythe.maſt learned Clergy, and embraced by 


the 
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(13) 
the beſt lort of Commons, I allow onely ſuch Ce- 
remontes as make religious Duties not more pious, 
bur more con{vicuous 3 not more ſacred, butmure 
folemn; not more ſpiritual and holy , bur. more 
viſible, unirable and exzmplary ; to quicken my 
children , to allure ochcrs, to inſtruc and-edific 
wo | 
_ 5. Areye offended with my Canons and Injun- 

Rions > Is it fit that a:tery men whom Order an 
Policy hath made 1nferiour co others, as the Rulers 
and Repreſcaratives of the whole ſociety , ihould 
prefer their own private Opinions and Judge- 
ments betore the weil-adviſed Reſults, the learned 
Counſcls, the pious Endeavours, and ſolemn San- 
tons of fo Many, eminent for picty, prudence, 4n- 
regrity, publtck influence, and juit Authority > 
6, Are my folemn Faſts and Feaſts your grie- 
, Vances > thoſe ſolemn remembrances of Gods 
, Mercy tO men in Cariit, celebrated with prayer, 

- praiſes , preacliing , and communicaring to Gods 
glory, andall ſober Chriſtians improvement, ac- 
cording-to the known preſident of the Jews, and 
the general practice of the Chriſtian Church 2? 

. VVhatharmis there if ſome good men obſerving a 
day, obſerve it to the Lord ; andothers not obſcr- 
/. .Ving a day, obſerve it not to the Lord > 

7. Doyourcſent my Endeavours for Unity and 
Uniformiry z Alas, I defireonely that men fin- 
cerely worthip one true.God, and profeſs the Faith 
of our {ord Jeſus Chriſt, thar they may be parta- 
fers of the gitrs #6d graces of the bleſſed Spitir, 
and may nave an holy communion with chat ado- 


LS o 
2 iy 26, 


(16) 


rable Trinity ,. and with one another in love and-. 
charkty , as Chriſtians , enjoying the nobleRt life, 

the {weeteſt ſociety, and moſt heavenly iraternity ;, 
1miating God, emulating Angels ; Children and 
Servants of Chriſts family, Candidates of Heaven. 
Expectants of happineſs, Partakers of grace, and 

dayly preparing for cternal glory :- that all men. 
who have been called , baprized and inftrued by 

lawful Miniſters here , in the myſteries and duties 

of the Goſpel , may.makea joynt and publick pro-. 
icon of che Chriſtian Faith, and Reformed Reli- 

S10N , in the name; and as the {enſe of the whole 
Nation, grounded upon the holy Scripture , gui- 

ded alſo and adminiſtred by that uniform order, 

due authority,and holy Miniſtry for Worſhip and T. 
Government ,, which accarding to the minde of: 7 
Chriſt , the pattern of the Apoſtles , and the pra- 
Rice of all primitive Churches, hath been lawtully. 
eſtabliſhed by the wifdome and conſent of -all E- - 
faces in this Kingdome z. for Gods honour, the. 
Churches ſafety, the.publick peace., and the com- 

mon good of fouls... 

. 8, DoF:norallow. youa juſt liberty todo ſuch ® 

things conſtantly and cheartully. which are moſt. * 
proper and advantagious to the nature. and exce]-. 
lency of men > to think what is true, to do what 15 
fit, and enjoy what is juſt 1n reference to God , 0- 
thers, and your felves> I have taken from you-no . | 
liberry but that of dozag evil: .you are art liberty to Way 
enjoy all the.comforts, priviledges, and Ordinan- jt, 
ces which Chriſt hath inſtituted, 1n an holy order, . 

and regular way, tor private or publick good ; and 
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(17) _ 
 tohope for that reward and crown which God the 
righteous Judge hath promiſed thoſe thar perſe- 
vere in well-doing. My higheſt aim is, that you 
-may have liberty -to exerciſe a good conſcience, 
void of offence to vards God and towards man, 
4 they may willingly 1n all things live honeit- 
. 9. Are ye diſpleafed with my Members > A- 
las, innocent men, they purſue after the knowledge 
of, and communion with God, in order to a ratio- 
_ mal, religious, ſpiritual, gracious, perfect and un- 

changeable lite ; enjoying themſeives in the bleſſed 


enjoyment of God , the enjoyment of whom fatis- 


 fleth all rheir deſires, rewards all their duties, re- 
quites all their ſufferings , compleats all their hap- 
 pineſs; yea, crowns and perfedts true Religion. 
They endeavour that ez earth, which they hope for 
#2 heaven viz, a tight knowledge anda willing 


pcriormance , which as reaſonable creatures they 


owe for ever to God their Maker , Preſerver and 
Redeemer in Chriſt, With this rcligious frame 
and temper, of which themſelves onely, are conſci- 
- ous,they prepare for a glorious and bleſſed immor- 
_ rality, with a fincerity of heart, and uprightneſs 
of converſation , which hath no other Rule bur 
Gods Word; noorher End but Gods Glory, no 0- 


ther Comfort bur the Conftancy of this Diſpoſiti- 


_ onto their Lives end, Innocent men, they look 

for one common Salvation , tizey uſe one common 
Sacrament., they profeſs one Faith and Rule of 
Hotkneſs, rhey have one Gracious Temper , the 
fame inward {cnſe of Duty and Devotion; they 
| "=: 
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waik [n the ſame order with the Catholick Churzh 
over the face of the earth. | 


to, Do you cnvy me my Patrimony and Main- 


tenance, what the Law of God allows me, what 


tie Goſpel hath provided for me , what the picty 
of elder times hath beſtowed upon me, what good 
Kings, Peers and people of their own endowed me 


with, freely hoyouring the Loyd with their ſubſtai.ce, 


rhat they rat ſerved the Altar , might live by.the 


 Altar> O why may not my children who attend 


the Goſpel, liye by the Goſpel, ſince they attend a 
Muntſtry as venerable in irs Myſteries , asclear in 
irs Dogrine,, as glorious in its chtet Miniſter 7 E- 
S$4S, as painful to its Miniſters, and as comforta- 


ble to pious and devour ſouls, as the Miniſtry of 


the Law >. Why are you offended that they of 
my children thatare taught, ſhould communicate 
to them of my: children thaz teach i every good 
thing 2 

11, Do you envy my juſt Power and Authort- 
ty , whereby with the wiſdome , gravity and inte- 


_ grity of ſuch men as are inveſted with that power, 


I may check all abuſesand diforcers in the Church 
and by a well-ordered Diſcipline , .I-may recover 
my ſelf to my former glory and renown, for which 
I was ſpoken of thraughout the world:>2;, - 
12, Doyou except againſt the private infirmi- 
tics , the perſonal failings of my Biſhops and Mi- 
niſters, as leſs. {irit and unbiameable in their 
lives , «fs painful in their calling , leſs prudent in 
their undertakings ,. or leſs compaſſionate. in their 


PP 


 Soyerpment > though all.the world knoweth that 


within 


(19) 
within me Learning flouriſhcth, Knowledge multi» 
plyeth , Grace aboundeth , excellent Preaching 
thrivecth , Sacramengy are duely adminiſtred , the 
fruics of Gods Spirit are mightily diffuſed ,, hoſpi- 
table Kindneſs 1s exerct{ed., Chriſtian Coarity.18 
maintained, plain-heartedneſs and good works arc 
eminent 3 though I know the Chriſtian. world 
cannot ſhew men more eminent then ſome of my 
Clergy are tor well-weighed Knowledge,for Chri- 
ſttan Courage. and Patience, for fincere Piery; 
for indefatigable Induſtry, for Care and Vigilan- 
cy, for exemplary Vertue, for ſound DoQrine, uſe- 
tul'Writing, prudent-Governing ; for a firm Con- 
ſtancy, tor fartherly Inſtruftions , charitable Cor- 
re&ions, and imitable Converſations z who guide 
the people without any allowed licenriouſneſs in 
Converſation, any undecency.in Devotion , any 
irregularity in Adminiſtration : in all which, ac- 
_ cording to the ſacred direQion of Gods Word, ac- 
_ cording to the heavenly. aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit 
_through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, they teach them to. 
worthip the onely. true God ,. who 1s bleſſed for e- 
ver; as the. admirable ini{truments of. Gods glory, 
and the good of mens ſouls : teaching them a frutt-- 
ful and effectual Faith, a ſound and- judicious 
Knowledge, an hearty and fincere Love, a diſcreet: 
_ and prudent Zeal, a ſevere and through Repen- 
tance, fervent and devour Prayers , godly and un- 
fteigned Sorrow., ſpiritual and un{peakable Com-. 
forts,  well-grounded and-firm Hallagavenly 
and holy Converſation, a meek obeat bas 
miſſion in. the general frame .of Chrill 


(20) 
carriage, Though I have men famous for grent- 
neſs of Learning , ſoundneſs of Judgement, gravi- 
ty of Manners, and ſandtity-of Lives z yet amon 
| my ten thouſand Miniſters, it's likely ſome may do 
amiſs. If when there were but three men in the 
world, one was a Murtherer 5 it among Woah's 
{ons, one of three was diſobedient ; if among Ja- 
cots children , of twoone was prophane ; it of 
'twelve Apoſtles, one was a Devil, another diflem- 
bled, and a third denyed his Maſter ; ifamong the 
Alian Angels, there is none but was to bercepro- 
ved ; it among the few Primitive Preachers, ti:ere 
was 4 Demas that loved the preſent world:, a Diotrephes 
that loved the pre-emnence - among my ſo many 
thouſand Clergy, its not likely bur that ſome may 
fall ſhort of rneſevere exactneſs required in all 
Minifters , who ought to be patterns in good 
works, | 
Oh my Clergy are not Angels, but Men ſub- 
je& tothe like infirmiries with other men, 7f they 
ſhould ſay theyhave no ſix, they would decerve them- 
| ſelves, andthe truth would not be 1n them : but if they 
confeſs their ſins , he us faithſal and juſt to ſorgeue them 
. their ſins , and to cleanſe themſrom all anrighteouſzieſs. 
Be Perfe&ion the giory of other Church-members, 
'theglory ofmine ts Sincerity, © VV ithout all per- 
< ativenture,the moſt holy and all-ſceing God,who 
«& walketh in the midſt of the Golden candleſticks, 
< whoſe pure, cycs are moſt intent upon the Mini-. 
_ <c (hen ET hurch , hath found iniquity in his * 
ll WT Biſhops , and other Miniſters , both 
=yicir perſons and profefiions ; all things 
__ : ” being 


« being open- and naked to him with whom we: 
« have tO dO. 

r. Heobſerves how many conſecrated and ſet a- 
part to-the ſervice of God and his Church, inthe 
name, place, power and authority.of ſeſus Chriſt, 
and approaching his gracious prefence with Aaron 
in the holy of holies,tn the glorious manifeſtations 
of God in Chriſt to his Church , by-publick Ordi- 
nancesand ſpiritual Influences , have.not ſo fan&i- 
fied the Name of the Lord God. their: God , in 
their Hearts and Eives, in their Docrines and Du-- 
 S- 

2, The great Searcher of hearts knoweth how- 
raſhly many of his Miniſters undertake, how care- 
teſly they manage thatgreat and terrible work, un-- 
der which Angels may ſwoon , and great Apoſtles- 
cy, Who 15. ſufficient for theſe things ! how-vulgarly 
they converſe , how lazily they live, how looſely 
they behave themſelves, how ambitiouſly they de- 
figne , how covetouſly they reach ,. how enviouſly 
they reptne, how unexemplarily they walk,unwor- - 
tay of the favour and indulgence ſhewed them, to- 
ene amazement of their High calling, .the diſhonor- 

of their Profeſſion, to the forteiture of their Dig- 
nity and Plenty ,. the endangering. of their Peace. 
and Safety. On - 

3, Hethat is aboutour paths. . andabourt our 
dwellings, hath obſerved how unpreparedly, :neg- 
uizently and irreverent]y ,, how partially-, popu- 

' larly and paſſionately.,.. how formally and vainly,,, 
| without any power of godlineſs , - life of Religion, - 
foe performthe workof God , the great work of 
_- Fn Tis eternal: 
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eterhal coticernment to our own and other mens 
ſouls. 
4. He whoſceyes ſee, whoſe cye-lids try the 
cntldren of men, hath looked down from heaven, 


 ahdobſervedthe iniquity of ſome mens holy things; 


their dead and unreaſonablezinſtead of a living.and 
acceptable fervice : he hath raken notice of that ſu- 
pine-neghgence which hath ſunk ſome mens Mini- 


_ trations below the juſt majeſty , ſolidiry and gra- 


vity of Goſpel-diſpenſations ; others by an affected 
Height and depth, for want of plain intirucion 
and charitable conacſcending, amuſe the poor peo- 
ple, who know'not what they ſay, nor whereof 
they do aſhrm, - | 

'5, He thar will reprove, and ſct mens fins in 
order before them, hath raken notice of ſome mens 
remiſs -<ompliance, and-others exa& rigours, (ac- 
cording to thett private tempers , judgements and 
paſſions ) whereby they {werved too much from 
that juſt charity, diſcretion, legality and conſtan- 
cy which my Canons intended , and my conſtitu- 


tion, health -and:peace required ; eſpecially inthe 


peeviſh-touchineſs of thete times , when fo many 
{ubtile and envious ones lie in wait to deſiroy 
me. - 

Yet my Church-mens exorbitancics arc not my 


confticurions , «their! failings arc nor my frame , 


their infirmities are'not:my-nature ; their fall is no 
more mine who diſallows it , then the Angels tall 
.may be the Heavens that 4orbid it: their weak- 
-neſles are humane , my auhoriuy 1s:divine.s that 

me 


d. 


(23) 

_ ne thoſe enormities which I forbid by a Law. 
which I reſtrain by Diſcipline, which I tnourn for 
m mine Humilharion , and diſcountenance in thoſe 

great patterns thar ſhew a moſt excellent Way. 
Tacſe tins (9 the Chriftian worldt) are tranſ- 
ereſhons of my Law,affronts ro my Authority, the 
battles of my Cagons and Injurtions, O thar 
my Apoiogte were written, yea, priuted in a book, 
for the {aiisi2 Xin of the world , that the geod that [ 
would doythat I cannot do , \and the evil that I would not 

 &, tha:Ido! IT findea law of my members againft 

the law of my minde + So that it's no more], bur 
the {11s and the {1nners that dwell in me. 
| 4. Ir's you, ir's you whom I have nouriſhed and 
brought up as children , wiom I have encouraged 
as Miniſters, whom I have promoted as Gover- 
nours 3. ir's you that have brought this reproach 
and danger upon me, Wen [ had with heroick 
patience endured the oppreſſion of adverſaries , by 
a Chriftian prudence defeared the artempts of 
{chiſmarticks, by an exemplary humilicy and piety 
turned the hearts of enemies , and by a miracle of 
reitauration filenced the mouths of all men ; you, 
my Sons, opened the mouth of ſcandal, ſtrengrhen- 
ed the cry of reproach, raiſed the clamours of the 
envious, Oh, if an enemy !1ad done this, I could 
with the ſame Chriſtian courage I have ſuffered 
t1efe twenty years, have born it; bur ir's you of 
my own boſome , family and profeſſion : O you, 
my Clergy, who I expe&ed more glorious, more 
eſteemed, more reverenced before all the world, 
at:ct your conftant ſufferings , who coming our of 


D enis 


4) 
this frery furnace , might ſhine brighter then ever 
you did with thelove of Chriſt , andof me his 
Church, both as to the care of thoſe private char- 
gecs and publick inſpections, commured.to you in 
excellent order , and by due authority : and I cx- 
pected that neither pride nor envy , pomp nor po- 
pularity,neither coverouſneſs nor ambition,ſhould 
diſtract the thoughts, divide the hearts, exaſperate 
the humours, or provoke the reproach of an 1ncen- 
ſed people againſt my Order and Government, and 
the good of: all forts of. Chriſtians, VWWhoſoever 
of you, notwithſtanding the miracles both of your 
ſufferings and relief,at ſuch a time as this,when the 
mouth of Hell is open againſt me, ſhall open any 
other mouth to joyn 1n the cry agatnſt the Church, 
givelife or tongue to any ſcandalous fin, and fer 
that tQ its clamays de terra,crying from the ground ;. 
that by luxury or ſloth, by coverouſneſs or griping, 
by inſolence or pride , by careleſneſsor looſeneſs, 
by diſorder and irregularity , ſhall juſtifie mens. 
malice againſt me ,. and by that means perſwade 
credulous and eafie people ,. that is true that hath 
been (aid of me, all 1s juſt that hath been inflicted 
upon me ; I know not what \Vo 1s heavy enough 
for him : O alas, my Brother !. O it had been better 
for him he had never been born, 
5. My Dodrine I can maintain, my Diſcipline 
I can afſerr, my Conſtitution þ can vindicate :: 
You, you , Omy Sons , I'cannot juſtifie : wo is me 
that I muſt hear your reproach , and cannor gain- 
 fayir, Fivethings there are that tend equally to. 
mine and your. own Iuine,, with which 1 muſt 
EEE charge 


: . Ks 4 td 3»; 

ns ' bas 3# nn” 4p. 3 77 $1'® 
43 + $. < ow - G #1 

p, SE#-4 Al ids L ab » 


p wy \F 
* Sev 


Es _ 4 44, WF OC. Ono en TI . 
FREE TE --- P 3g 4 2% HRS"be F< 
q :, » »4 4 

LY ILOS _ 


x _—— 4s #4 : 
. wr "F- PL 3 
v AED, BR 
+ + g. {, by OE F , os ne 
4 s AE ” ” 
LL Pandies.x wb 6M; #7 or: 


4” EEE EST RR ' 
oy FT; — Ina L5 
' Ads ARE, Wood” , 
ca Y w _ paſs. . 
PAY G + ; ht WR, G 
- 4 >4,2 Wk & er 4 % ,v te 
k ” — 


A On 
pen - £5 
» 4s S) Y 4p; 


» Th ak E ” I RY s #:= =o ” ce 7 ET * 
4 wu, FE wt - : -- : , - _ IT + yo 4% 
EPO WMInr Har} WET ee $A ST AE 5.0.04 a 
RN . - ; . »+ - A 4 4 e ” . » 
8 \y 2 5 pp &y,! * Kan * 4% . . Þ. * 4 Y : 6 FF. wY "= o 


— 
charge you before the world : Five things that 
will infenſibly undermine my famous Fabrick , 
which hath been the care and labour of ſo man 
years when erected, and the miracle of this laſt 


year when reſtored, Theſe: five ſad Particulars, 
are, ; | 


1. #dae Oraination. 

2, An unconſcionable Symony, 
3. Careleſs Non-reſideice, 
4. Looſe Prophanentſs. 

5. Encroaching Pluralittes. 


CHAP. 11 


The Charch of England *s Reſentment of undue. Or- 
dination. | - 


©V- 


Lrhough I am well fatisfied ( whatever the 

"A. Romaniſts and others have of late ſugge- 

ſted ) that my Ordination 1s athentich , Primitive 

_ and proper in the form of it; isval;din the Author, 

being by men ordained iri an uninterrupred ſucceſ- 
{ton by the Primitive Biſhops, as they were by the 

 Apoliles; and the Apoſtles by Chriſt , and Jeſus 

Chriſt by God himſelf; and is regular and legal in 

the circumſtances ot it , being agreeable to the e- 

fabliſhed Laws of the Realm : yer not without 

muchregret muſt I confeſs, that — inveſtiture 

_ of men to the great calling of Miniſters, fallen 

— . © much 


(26) 

much below. its native glory , much ſhrunk in its 
Primitive {acredneſs and reverence, and extreamly 
decayed in its firſt eſteem and honour, becauſe my 
reverend Biſhops in the great 1ntricacies. of late 
alrerations, are {urprized to beftow the honour 
of that high calling, 1. upon the Young ; 2. up- 
on the Utnlearned ; 3. upon the Debauched ; and 
4. upon the FaQtous. Mo, | 


SECT, IL. 


of Young Minifters , whereof 1 have a Call of a- 
bove 3000, 


/O is me! when I have thoſe that teach bc- 

fore they have learned 5 thar I have thoſe 

that would infirue others , - and have need them= 
felves be inſtructed which are the firſt principles of 
the Doctrine of Chrift.. In ſtead of the ancient far 
. thers, we have children who are mae prieſis.an all lands, 
Former times honoured my excellent Clergy for 
their age and gravity , reverenced them for their 
learning and aulterity , and eſteemed. them as the 
wonder of the world; and ſatd, Ask thy father, and be 
will ſhew thee z, thine ancients, and they ſhall tell thee :: 
this age {lights them for their youth and weakneſs, 
for their ignorance and unexperience , as perſons 
that are but of yeſterday., 4nd know nothing, We have 
underſtanding , ſauh the common: people to. the 
young men , as well as you 5 we are 70t inferiour to 
ou 5 yea, who knoweth not ſuch things as theſe 2 As the 
 Patriarchs ſeparated their firſt-born for the Prieſts: 
hood,and Moſes andAaros telerved themſelves ma- 
ay: 
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(27) 
' ny years for their Miniftries,andtheLaw prepared 
men thirty years for the ſacred ſervice; and the 
blefigd Jeſus, the Preacher of righteouſneſs, entred 
'not until rhe thirtieth year of his age upon the 
great work of the Miniſtry : ſo my Biſhops, kzew- 
ng how to behave themſelves in the work of God , which 
i the Church of the Irumng God , the pillar and ground of 
sruth, took heed to themſelves, and the flocks over 
which the holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers , that 
they latd hands ſuddenly on no man, neither were par- 
takers of other mens s = but kept themſelves pure , ta- 
king care that men be firſt proved, and then uſe the 
Othce of a Deacoz, being found blameleſs; and 
then when they had uſed the Office of 4 Deacon well,. 
and purchaſed ta themſelues a good degree of a Prieſt or 
Biſhop , then they tack care that they ſhould be blameleſs, 
u1gtlant, ſober, of good behaviour , grven to hoſpitality, 
apt to teach - not Novices , leſt betng lifted up with, 
pride, they fall 1yto the condemnation of the Deuil .u—— 
Moreover , they took care they might have a good 
report of them that are withont , leſt they, fall to reproach 
and condemnation of the Devil.. But now ,. ſince the 
looſeneſs of theſe late times , there are admitted to- 
the Prieſthood of the mearedt of the people,.who are not 
the ſons of Levi :as in Jeroboam's days,every one that 
will, is made a Prieſt , that he may have bread to- 
eat. Thoſe Pulpits that were filled with ancient 
Fathers, are now Desks tor young children : thoſe: 
ſolemn Aſſemblies that were rapt up into the third 
Heaven with pious Sermons and. devout Prayers. 
hear the late pedantique Harangues and juvenile 
Qrations with ſcorn and laughter :. thoſe prog 
Gs | cnagL. 


—_— 
*that thronged to hear the wiſdome of God delive- 
Ted tn the demonſtration of the Spirit and with 
power , arequite weary of that true fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching , that conſiſts onely in the childiſh wiſ- 
doine:of words, and in the triflng enticing wora's of 
mans wiſdome, 1 had reverend men , that ſhewed 
themſelves a pattern of good works , 1n Dofrine ſhewing 
uacorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that can- 
rot be condemned'; that they that were of THE. CON-' 
TRARY PARTY WERE ASHAMED, H AV ING 
NO EVIL TO SAY OF THEM, nhen 1 ordain- 
ed Elders in every City, 1 bad men Llameleſs, ſober, 
juſt, holy, temperate ; whoſe judgements were ſetled, 
whoſe paſſions were al/azed, whoſe afteQions were 
compoled , whoſe ations wereadviſed , and con- 
verſation cxact and uniform : fince, every one did 
_ Wwhat1s good in his own eyes, My young Mint- 
ters have been unſtable in all their ways, unſerled 
in their minds, raſh in their undertakings , im- 
prudent in thetr carriage, weak 1n their diſcourſes, 
unexperienced 1n their behaviour, nor even, order- 
Ty and ſtayed in their converſation ; to the grief of 
good men, who eſteem all Miniſters very highly in 
love for their works ſake; to the joy of thoſe evil 
men that have i1]-will for $02, who cry, Aha, aha, 
ſo would we have it, O young men, who requireth 
theſe things at your hands 2 Why do vou run betore 
Tam willing to ſend you > O how dare you take 
this Office upon you, until you are called with ſolemn 
preparation, as was Aaron? Are not you ajfraid 
( now you have newly paſled the eJemenrs of Pht- 
loſophy, and the firſt principles of Nature) to 
look into thoſe myſteries which the Angcls defire 
tO 


(29) 

tolook into, toſearch into that knowledge whicit- 
paſſeth knowledge > Are not you afraid to af- 
cend that Pulptc whither Lathey ſaid he never a(- 
cended (though very aged ) without fear and 
trembling > Are not youafraid to undertake thar 
dreadful work from which the Prophets fled , 
the Fathers avoided , the Primitive Paſtors trem- 
bledat > Do you know what you do, when you 
undertake to be Embaſſadors in Chriſts ſtead, to- 
| bring back the world to God, to be Co-workers 
"| with God 1n the ſalvation of ſouls, to be Angels of 
| © the Church, tobe as Stars in Gods right hand, to 
be Stewards of the myſteries of God, to watch for 

precious ſouls as they that mu# give an arcount 2— 
How can you govern others, who cannot govern 
your {elves > What power have you over others, 
who have hardly any power over your ſelves > 
VV hat eſteem can you finde among them , who- 
will naturally deſpiſe your youth > Did not Phi- 
lolophy think you fit ( O young men) to hear Mo- 
rals, and ſhall Divinity admir you to readdivine 
LeRures> How can you inthe heat of youth, in 
the vigour of your luſts, appear in the world per- 

twading men to mortifie their luſts , rocrucifie the-” 
flieſh-with the afte@tions and luſts > With whar 
hope can you. endeavour to compoſe the world to 
that greatRule , to which you cannot compoſe 
your Eves > How will you behave your ſelves as 
Guides among perſons whoſe.years and experience 
are ſo much beyond yours >> How imperrtinently 
will you converſe > how weakly will you diſcourſe>- 
bow imprudently will youdealzhow cOREENE 
will: 
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. Go) 
will you live among a ſtaid and diſcreet people, 


wiſer then you in their Generarioi:s ? 


« The goodneſs of God having furniſhed man 
<« with two chtet Infiruments, { faith an incompa- 
«<rable man) both neceſſary tor this life , hands 
*rocxerciſe, and a minde ro deviſe greatthings z 
<« the one 1s not profitable longer then the vigour 
<« of youth doth ftrengrthen ir, nor the other great- 
& ly till age and experience have brought it to per- 
« fection. 


2}"Vo 
Of Devauched Men ordained, 1500, 


| H, amT, as Julian blaſphemed , the ſanu- 
ary of all prophaneneſs> AmlT a rejuge 
tor all licentiouſneſs> Whom a firict Colledge 


expels, whom the {evere Univerſity diſcountenan- 


ceth, whom civil men nate with a mark of hatred 


and abhorrence, muſt I admit to my ſacred Order, 
and honour with my moſt ſolemn Miniſtrations > 
My care 1s, that each Miniſter ſhould be of az boly 
and unblameable converſation: Whar have theſe 
POOT Creatures to do to take.Gods Word held forth 
by meintheir mouths , ſeeing they hate to be re- 
formed > O my reverend Sons, what, do you bring 
a man:to teach the world a God and his ſervice, 
Who us without God in the world 2——==V hat, do you 
ſend them to ſpeak of that God who is z0t 1x: all therr 
thoughts? Why are they employed to propagate 
the knowledge of God , who dcehire that the know- 
ledge of the holy One may ceaſe from rhem > To 


what 


(31) 
what purpoſe do they preach an holy.life, who ne- 
ver intend to live it > VWhy do they pur thoſe poor 
fouls to pray for thoſe things of God , which they 
do notdeſrre2 to read that Bible which they do nor 


I |. believe? to binde thoſe heavy burthens upon-the 


. people, which they -themſelves do-not interihes 


| bear > to teach that on the Sabbath demurelyy; 


which they will contradi& threughout the VWeck 
profanely > .Is there any need of authorizing pub- 
lick patterns:of tmpiety > Do you intend to de- 
troy what ye have built > I know you do not. 
Why then do you ſend lewd Miniſters to teach 


men by an evil example that prophaneneſs which I 


have endeavoured to reform by my good inſtrufi- 
on>2 Wo is me, thatlI fee thoſe within me run- 
ning to all exceſs of riot, who are employed to 
reach a pure Religion, and undefiied before God. 
You, O reverend Fathers , taught men to deny-all 
ungodlineſs-and worldly luſts,and live ſoberly,juſt- 
ly and godly inchis preſent world ; and will you 
{uffer men to go from among you, to reach all un- 
. godline(s and worldly tuſts>.-- O alas! one mana 
Divine and a-Beaſt'!! V Vhat, conſecrated to God; 
and devoted to fin! Anabomination in the:holy 
place !-— <-Behold, thou arr called a Miniſter, 
«and reſteft in the Law , and makeſt thy boaſt of 
«God, and knoweſt his will; and:approvelt rhe 
<«<thingsthatare more excellent ,. being inſtruged 
<* out of the Law; and art confident that thou thy 
cc ſelt art a Guide to the blinde, a Light of them 
« which are-in darkneſs, -an Inſtructor of the fo0- 


<< liſh, a Teacher of babes, which haſt the torm of 
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(32) : 
| SEknowledge', and of the truth in the Law ; thor: 
< therefore that teacheſt another,teacheſt thou nor. 
«thy ſelf > thou that preacheſt a man ſhould nor. 
c« ſteal, doth thouhedi > thou that fayeſt a man. 


*{hould not commit adultery , doſt'thou commir 
«adultery > thou thar abhorreſt.idols , doſt thou 
Ecommit ſacriledge >. thou that makeſt thy boaſt. 
&« of the Law., through breaking the Law diſho- 

_ © noureſt rhou God .. for the NAME of God is. © 
* blaſphemed among the people through you, 


Of Unlearned Men Ordamed. 


* Am aſhamed thar-that ignorance which for- 
_ merly found prefermezt , ſhould now finde Or- 
ders eo0 3. and that I ſhould fertile them legally in. 
that Calling, whereumoI always {aid they had il- 
legally ineruded themſelves. It'was roo. much to. 
ſuffer thar daring ignorance to uſurp the ſacred Of... 
fice., much more to conſecrate it to it. The late. 
Miſcarriages want nothing to complear.them, but” 
to be hallowed, - The Catholick:Church never eq- 
tertained a Miniſtry bur-what was qualified either 
with extraordinary gifts from-above', or with hu- 
mane learning from below: by-which-the mind be- . 
ing in#ruged and improved in all theriches of wif- 
dome and knowledge , which are part ofthe glory 
and image of God in. man'; ' by-his learning all : jg... 
truths are clearly unfolded. How do.you think yy... 
- poor ſouls can clear divinetruths , lying kid 1n the 
depth, darkneſs and ambiguity of Original __ 
nn = without. 
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_ 
without skill in Languages > How can they at- 
tain the genuine and empharick ſenſe of the Word 
of God withont $k1ill in the Original words and 
phraſes> How can they maintain the truths I 
haveeftabliſhed , and confute the errours I have 
condemned. > How can they dered the fallacies 
with which my poor people are deluded , and con- 
vince the ci-(aetn with which 1 am troubled, 
and diſcover thofe ſophiſms in which poor ſouls 
wrap themſelves, darknirg wiſdom with words without 
-underſianding , without the'art of ſound reaſoning 2 
-How can they cenvey the holy truths they are fur- 
niſhed with to oxhers, withont an holy Eloquence, 
a ſacred Perſwaſion and Rhetorick z which may 
-commend them to mens minds, and enforce them 
upon their hearts 3 -'How'can they ſatisfie them- 
ſelves and others in the Controverſtes.of this Ape, 
without che Obſervations, Hiſtories and Cuſtoms 
oof tormer Ages ; and fianding in the ways , and 
king for the old way, whichis the good way, and 
walk theretn, ſo finde reſt fortheir ſouls >  : 
How is4t psſhible for thoſe poor creatures to un- 
derſtand ſundry paflagesof Scripture, depending 
upon propriery of words and Idioms, orupor the 
Cuſtoms, :Rites, Proverbs, Forms, Uſages, Laws, 
Offices and Antiquities of the Aﬀyrian , Perſian, 
Greek and Roman Governments , without a com- 
petent portion of humane Learning 2, My Reli- 
gion was as the Kings Daughrer , , all glorious 
within} attended on by Arts and Sciences, thoſe 
Handmatds who' cloathed her with garments 
wrought with need}e-work of divers colours, em- 

E 2 broidered 


| _— 
broydering her- with pathetick Elegancies , with 
ſolid Eloquence and Orations, with Sublimiry and 
Gravity , with Method and Acuteneſs, - with ex- 
cellent Morals, and uſeful Obſcrvations of- a very 
fober ſenſe. Butnow , alas, it's expoſed to a pro- 
phane world , wiki the ridiculous impertinencies 
and fooliſh adventures of men zealous, bur not ac- 
cording to knowledge, What empty diſcourſes do. 
I hear.> what incoherent Notions do I read > whar 
Vai trifles. am I troubled with > what pilfering 
learned. mens works. do I endure p.., O what abun- 
dance of things ſhould a Miniſter underfland ! O 
what. a. great defe(t. is--it to be ignorant of them ! 
O how much. do we. miſs a. competent Knows- 
Icdze in or inary Miniſters , .1, To fatisfie them- 

ſelves. and others: exaR1y in; the. true and original 
_ will of God. 2...Tocxplain and unfold the words. 
in which Gods will is originally exprefled, .and ro 
endeavour: by all means a right notion and conce- 
ption of rhem ,..as they are tobe underſtood in the 
Scripture. . 3.. To ſhewexaQly what are thoſe ſa- 
ving truths which are naturally contained in thoſe 
words fo explained; 4. . To.confirm thoſe truths 
ſo drawn gut of the Scripture,. by-ſuch evident Ar- 
guments .and powerful Reaſons as'may eſtabliſh 
the true Believer ; ang convince the Gain-{ayer, 
5, To preſs thoſe truths ſo made manifeſt upon 
men- witch that. power, thay, they may have their - 
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- Ptgper,, ipflvence and. efficacyppoy mens; hearts 
and lives... The honeſt menthatiarganduſtrigus, I 
would willingly encourage ,,:provided:they have 
( what I wiſhed always.z and ſhall. now.expe&t in 
Ys = _ - , : all 
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all my Prieſts and Deacons) ſolidity, gravity, mo- 
_ deſty, piety, and ſome favour of Learning, joyned 
. with humility and zcal, with human ity3fome me- 
thods of intelligible Reaſon , and profitable Scri- 
pture-Divinity,—— The Law was publiſhed by 
Moſes ,- learned in all the Learning of the Egypti- 
ans :: the Goſpel was propagated by St. Paul, bred 
up at the.teer of Gamalzel, in all the varieties of 
Heatheniſh and Jewiſh knowledge.: the Primitive 
Fathers ( as Clemexs Alex. Euſeb, Tertul. St, Aug. 
St. Ambroſe, Min,Fel, LaFant and others) maintain- 
ed the Faith fo propagated,by their comprehenſive 
Learning, Therefore I have taken care that none 
ſhould be admitted to holy Orders , but they who 
are approved by {ober and. wife men ,. as who have - 
_ grven themſelves wholly to theſe things ;, that their pro-- 
fiting may:appear unto all, as men of whom there 
is ſome. hope., becauſe of their promptneſs of 
wit, . quickneſs of conceit., faſtne(s of memory , 
clearne(s of underſtanding, ſoundneſs of judge- 
ment, and readineſs of ſpeech ; thatthey-may-in | 
time , by art ,. induſtry ,.experience , and obfer-. 
vation , become skilful Linguiſts, ſubtile Diſpu- 
rants, copious Orators, exact Critiques , com- 
prehenſive Hiſtorians , . protound Divines,. and 
powerful: Preachers ; +: that throughour: the three - 
Kingdomes I may have thoſe thatmay-ſertle the 
-people rightly , inftru@ the ignorant clearly , ſa- - 
tisfie the doubttul fully, meer with the-feducers:- 
Skilfully;and promote piety and peace ſucceſsfully; 
As the times now are z wherein Learning aboutid- 
eth even unto. wantonneſs , and wherein.the world | 
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5 full of Queſtions, Controverſies, Novelties and 
;Niceties in Religion, and wherein moſt of our 
Gentry and people ( by-the advantage of long 
peace, and the cuſtomes of modern Educarior., ro- 
gether with a multitude of Engliſh Books ) are a- 
ble ro look, through the ignorance of a Clergy- 
man, and cenſure it, 1t he be tripping in any point 
ot Hiſtory, Coſmography, Moral or NaturaiPhi- 
loſophy., Divinity or the Arts; yea, and tocha- 
ſtife his very method and ek » 1t he ſpeaks 
looſely or impertinently , or but improperly. I, 
as theſe .rimes are > muſt not admir any Clergy= 
. -men withour a competency of Learning z as who 
May endeavour by their prayers, care and induſtry 
-tO [mprove-the Learning they have, ſo as they may 
be able upon good occa{ion to imparta ſpiritval 
gitt to the people:of God ,- whereby they may be 
.eltabliſhed, and ro-ſpeak with ſuch underſtanding, 
ſufficiency, and pertinency, in-ſome gaod meaſure 
-of proportion -to-the quickneſs and ripeneſs of 
theſe preſent times ; fhewing intheir DoRzine un- 
corruptneſs, gravity , ſincerity , -ſownd ſpeech which 
cannot becondemned 5 that they which are of the contrary 
_. party may be aſhamed, bautng 70 evil to ſl ay of them, I, 
whoſe Clergy profeſled rouſe , and prayed to God 
to blefs their long-Preparative Studies, Meditati- - 
.ons, VVritings, Readings , habitually to fit them 
for that dreadful work, and for every actual dif- 
chargeof it; Lam aſhamedof thoſe poor Smatte= 
Tersz .whoihavegathered a few raw and indigeſted 
Notions ,-<ither by ſuperfictalireading ot the Scri- 
,ptures, or by hearing.ſome Sermons , or-by glean- 
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ing a little here and there tron the plaineft Vris- 
tings, ( without any Critical, Hiſtorical, or Pole-- 
mical Learning ) who are fit implements to bring. 
is-ſuch ignorance, irreverence, Atheifm, ſuperſtt- 
tion and confuſion, as ſhall quite pur oh the Chri- 
ſtian and reformed Religion in this Nation , ( re- 
ducing all to the ancient darkneſs, looſeneſs and 

' barbarouſneſs.) which hath been eſtabliſhed by 
perſons of real Abilities,. of good Learning, ſound 
Knowledge , ſober. Judgements , orderly Method, 
grave Utrerance, and weighty-Eloquence 3: which 
all wiſe and ſober Chriſtians expe ſhould appear 
in every true Miniſter of the Church of Chriſt, in 
fuch a competent meaſure and evident manner , as 

_ they may be able comfortably to diſcern them, and uſe- 
fully to enjoy them, Tam aſhamed to fee a Roll of 
four hundred and fixand twenty Tradeſmen,. who... 
I, out of deſultory reſtleſneſs, 2. out of covetoul-- 
neſs and ambition, 3; our of fullennefs and diſ- 
content, 4. outof pride and envy, having intru-- 
ded in former years into the ſacred Calling of a- 
Miniſter , are now orda:red to-it. Lamaſhamed 
that my Authority ſhould conſecrate their Extra- 
vagancies; and that what I looked upon as the 
miſery of late times, ſhould-be allowed in this ;, - 
that 7 ſhould countenance vain men thar run from 
that Calling wherein they are called , and uſurp - 
the Office, Honour and Authority of that ſacred 
Prieſthood and Evangelical Miniſiryginſtituted by-- 
the Lord ſeſus Chriſt ; as fent of God the Father : 
a miſchict rhar greatly threatnerh the Church and 
Statc , Faith and good. Manners, all things Civul | 
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as well as Sacred, O what wiſe and honeſt-hearted 
Froteſtant (that hath any care of poſterity, or pro- 
ſped for the future) findes nota fad deſpondency, 
with an holy impatience ariſing in his ſoul, while. 
he ſeeth ſo many weak ſhoulders, ſuch unwaſhen 
hands, ſuch unprepared feet, ſuch raſh heads, ſuch 

- empry ſouls, .publickly intruding themſelves upon 
all holy Duties, all ſacred-Offices, all ſolemn My- 
Herics, all divine-Miniftrations , with equal inſo- 
lency and inſufficiency , being for the moſt part {o 
much rhe more impudent , by how much they are 

 grofly ignorant; in whom you cannot diſcern any 
either rational or religious , orderly or honeſt 
expreſſions 1n any degree proportiovable to whar. 
was obſervable in my moſt folid Miniſters , my 
moſt acute Scholars, and moſt profound Divines, 
who have been hirherto my ſupport and Ornamezt, 
Certainly (Reverend Fathers) you will nor fo. 
 debaſe and undervalue the Evangelical Offices of 
Chriſt , as to admit every Selt-Natrercr and Ob- 
truder preſently ro officiate, withour any due cxa- 
mination or approbation from thoſe with whom 
char Commiſion and power hath been ever depo- 
ſited ina regular and viſible {ucceſſion fromChriſt, 
the great Examplar or Original: although (duely 
confidering the diverſities of gifts from the ſame 
Spirit) you are not to exclude any modeſt perſon, 
(chough of meaner parts and leſs improved Educa- 
tion) 1f he be of ingenious education,ot pious afle- 
ions, and an orderly life) from a place 1n Chriſts 
Miniſiry, where.one-may ſow, another may reap, 
according tothe ſeveral diſpenſations andgitrs. of 
the ſame God who worketh all and i all. SECT. 
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. lately « ordained, - A A 
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4 þ Er I will juſtifie you(QO ye my reverend Sans) 
_ {Þ. ;-:lnthis,. thapchough you were ſurprized, 40 
oplainy young men,: ved Yau Mm hopedth that. Jr rs.mi Sight 


your [appt «183 Wn a you Hs new ones: in 

vain do they ſuppreſs the former race of. Nox-con- 

re, 1 1 fyouraiſe up. A new, Generation. aſ; 4 rg 
a I vers. ' Chi Idren that: are. corrupters,—= meal of 

EF pErance our  miſeries , and keep up our nbaj p- 

1ne 


Muſt a fad raceof Difſenters rin paral- 


poke 1 Orthodox ſuccefſion'ro the.end of the 


world whereby I muſt Janguiſh and die. my re- 
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formed Religion muſt decay, my piety and charity 
mult be weakened , and my Authority and Diſct- 
plinelanguith.VVhat eye will pity me,when I have 
Taiſed thoſe men that (hall raine me, when I have 
commiſhioned thoſe men that ſhall oppoſe.me, and 
given them an opportunity for popular applauſe 
who ſhall uſe it againſt me> VWirhour my leavezno 
_ Ordination; no Ordination,no pretence to preachs 
no preaching, no publick. opportunity to ſedute ' 
Whole multitudes againſt Do@rine and Diſcipline, 
againſt Order and Government, My ſafety is now - 
1 mine own hands : if I take care whomT preter, 
I need not care whom I:may. fear : if I carcfully 
chuſe my Miniſters, I need not offenſively ſuſpend 
them: 1f Ttookcare whom I ordained, I might 
without any noiſe pur an end to all my trouble ; 
Mortality would filence thoſe Miniſters that now 
diſturb my peace , and my care may prevent any 
more, How ominouſly do ſome ten difcourſe >. 
how popularly do they endeavour to preach > what -_ 
dangerous imimations do they. make 2 how un- 
rowardly do.they* conform?, how ackwardly do 
they uſe my Cetemonies , i andfead my Lyrhegy * 
When I conſider che general approbation and fub.. | 
miſſion ro my Government and Diſciplibe btfore 
the Wars, by all the Clergy and Layty of. thefe 
Kingdofhs ; and withal , remember how contraty | 
45 tre&Learning and honeſt Integrity ; :a8 they t 
'underſtood not what. they did', or that they did - 
conform contrary to.their conſcience , contrary'to 
*theit former oaths and practices, ragamft'theiro- . 
HY BE HIER EH EEE Moo a. > Es 'S 7 LO 
bedience'to the Lays in being betoretae potnes In 
_ NENT IO ALD Hee OOO  controverlic. 
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-controverſie had any tree and impartial dcbate, 
_ «theſe men cryed down the eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment.and Religion, and approved and encouraged 
 thevioient and moſt iHlegal Extravagancies , tend- 
ing to the utter ruitne of Religion and Govern- 
-ment. 7 

| Indeed 1 muſt confeſs that moſt of all fides who 
bave thought or done amiſs, have done ſo not our 
of malice or wilfulne(s, bur out of mi{-informari- 
on or mil-apprehenſion of things ; and therefore 
charitably think none will be more fairhful then 
thoſe perſons who upon mature deliberation being 
made ſenſible of their -errours,; do feel in their 
hearrs i0oft vehement motives of repentance, and 
carne{t delires to make ſome reparations for for- 
mer defects, Yet ſuch fncere Converts arc they,who 
arc not fo.much fcighted with the ſudden miſcar- 
riage, as convinced of the continued errour of their 
ways; whoare rather perſwaded by the truth and 
reaſon TT always urged, then aredby the authority 
and power. I now enjoy; and fo are not blindly 
carricd on. by that Providence that advanceth me 
now,as itdid,and may again overturn rme ; but are 
rationally wrought upon by the pregnant evidence 
of the Word., the clear pra&ice of the Catholick 
Church, the beſt Comment upon that Word, and: 
the irreſiſtible ſtrength of Reaſon for -Orderand 
Obedience , upon which I was always eſtabliſhed, 
which they have not raſhly complyed with , until 
they had cxamined all Ailegations impartially , 
furveyed the merit of: the Cauſe leaſurely , waited 
upon God by prayer humbly, ſearched the w ” 
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God' and the conſiant praQice of good men diti- 
gently and ſincerely, converſed with good and 
kiowing men profitably. and ſatisfactorily, and 
denycd themſelves .1in all worldly.refpe&s moft 
. Chriſtianly, The Lapſecd were not formerly ad- 
mitted to the communion of Chriſtians, much leſs 
tothe honour of Miniſters, without. that diſcreet 
aclay wherein they might _ have rime to fatisfie 
themſclves.tm the reaſoz , and others in the ſ?acerzty 
of their repentance and converſion, VVith whae 
caution was the Jewiſh. Proſclyte received to: the 
Synagogue 2.. with what care ought a Chriſtian be 
brought tothe Pulpit» Dothey ſerve God. in this 
complyance , or do they ſerve the times > If they 
{ſerve God , he was the fame as yeſterday, foto 
day, and for ever. Do they ſerve the times > God 
tarbid thar they who.teach a Religion whoſe inte- 
reſt 151n another world , ſhould yet own-no more 
Religion then may.conſiſt with their intereſt in 
this, Alas, ( ſay poor ſouls, diltracted with al- 
zerations of times and men , to their unconſtanc 
Miniſters) 1s this way.lawful you ſubmit to >. why 
then did you declare it ſuperſtitious , Popith, and 
intolerable theſe twenty years; betore God, Angels. 
and Men > Is it unlawiul> why do you praQiſe 
it, now? \VVas it azainft your Confciences. all 
the-while it was diſcounteyanced ,, and'ts.ir agree- 
able to your Conſciences now it 1s upon a ſudden 
countenanced > Oh have you perfivaded us rneſe 
Ewenty years to venture Lives and Eſtates againſt 
cboſe.te1ngs you 20w allow: and-praftiſc !” Is.it 
four this you /piayed 2 is'1i for this. we foughr 2 : 
(11S 
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(G3). 
this the iſſte of all our 499 and tre2(ure > 9c. 
Oh ir's a {ad thing toſee men in the ſameDesk rea- 
ding Common-prayer in a Surplice , where chey 
preach'd againſt 'Borh' C6mmon-prayer and Sur- 
plice.. On ir'sa-ſad thing to ſee men build up in a 
day, that which they have deſtroyed theſe rwenty 
years, I's intolerable to ſee men keep their pla- 
ces by Gonformity , -which: they gained by Non- 
conformity z-'witen they turned out: honeſt men by 
crying down my Government and Worſhip, now 
raey keep them out by-complyance with my Go-« 
vernment and Vorſkip. - Alas, ro ſee men Pres- 
byrerian in the: beginning of the War, Indepen- 
dent in the end of it, and:nowE pifcopal. VVhere 
(hall weſtop> VVhere we are now, we know ; 
where we thall be a year hence, God knoweth. 
Alas, 18 a good Living the onely Creed men have > 
and Preferment their. onely- Confeſſion of Faith > 
It was a miracle that St. Peter could convert three 
thouſand at one Sermon; -it's nothing now that 
his Majeſty hath - converted terr-thouſand Mini- 
ſters with one glance of His eye; *- Ah, bleſſed 
Hanimond, thou didſt write rationally-z cxcellenr 
Gauden, thou did{t perſwade powertully; devout 
_ Taylzr , thou didft urge patherically:; honeſt N:z-. 
cholſoz, thou didft anſwer fatisfaQorily'z ſolid Sa- 
derſon , thou-didſt ſtate deatlyy holy Yſher and 
Hall, you didoffer moderately, heartily and lear- 
nedly. Bur who © ye Worthics !' believed 
your report > who would hear you >- who was con- - 
vinced by you > The King's reſtored, I flouriſh, 
and diſpoſe of -all Preferments-, and my Con- | 
| verts . 
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yerts are innumerable, VVell, Ihave but two 
Wiſhes ; the firſt is, That all who have gone a- 
ſiray may be reclaimed to the way. of trutit : the 
{ſecond is, That all who are reclajmed, may be re- 
claimed upon mazure delibcration, anda ſerious 
conſideration of all that can be ailcadged on all 
hands , tryixg all thizgs, and ppon good grounds 
molding (aft that which is good, Give me the men. 
who conform upon the conſcience of. my princt- 
ples, and notuponthe proſperity of my Caule. ;--- 
who can negle& the moſt {ucceſsiut errour, and 
own the molt afflicted truth 5 who are ſetled upon 
my principles which are conſiant , and not upon 
my preferments which are uncertain, Is it the 
Kings Majeſties favour they-depend upon > he may 
fail. Is it the Church- Government they. depend 
upon > that may fail, Is it Church-encourage- 
ment they ſtick ro > that may Jail. - Is it the anci- 
ent Truth and Faith they comply with > that hath 
never failed, and that will never fail, Give me 
Miniſters who as they preach , ſo liveupon the 
-things which are not feen,and not the things which 
are {cen ; the things. which gre ſeen are temporal, 
the things which are not ſeen are eterxal, 
And muſtT have a Samaritaniſm of Religion ? 
ſerve the true God in the Temple,and the Calves at 
Bethel? MuſtIhavea ſound form of words in the 
Desk, and an extempore effuſion in the Pulpit > 
Muſt I have the{ame man read Epiſcopally to the 
walls, and preach factiouſly to a throng 2-. uſe.the 
Mc.H, Ceremonies; and ſay to his Confidents , Theyare 4 
Mr, 1, Gurthen to him2 uſe the Surplice , Tet uwillingts 
grve 
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gre offente ? uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm yet ſay , 7Dr. 7.7: 
wiſh it were forborn? Nell, I ſhall never forger 
the remarkable words-of a wiſe and judicious Fa- 
ther now with God:: © They themſelves ( mean- 
t© ing the. Non-conformiſts ) when time was , ſeemed 
(xg A ,- and if they diflembled not , which we are 

« unwilling to believe , were #ndeed reaſonably well 
cc _—_ : for they ſubmitted to-the. Government, 

<« njed the. Lyturgy , and obſerved the Ceremonies: 
« appointed according ro. Law and Order; and 
« oavetheir own profeſſed approbation of the ſame, as 

&« well by expreſs. words: from their mouths ,. as by 
« ſutſeription under their” hands s - yerremaining upon 
«record : what hath wrought this change in them, 
<< (evidence of.reaſon, Or worldly intereſt) and how far - 
*« tt hath-wrought uponthem, (in reality, or bur in. 
<©coefoplyance) and in whnatorder too, (by-imme--- 
< diate aflaultupon theit-zudgement-;,. or by dealing 
<hnderhand-farſt with theiruffeFox) .rhemſclves 
$£.do-or ſhould'' beſt know... . It highly concerneth | 
{them ,. as much'as the peace of thery-conſciences w - 
&*worth,: (and nuch more then.{0}. xoibe well aſſu- - 
«ed that theirheatts-are.upriphe 4n-rhis affair ; 
« and 1n order thereunto, not to-content:themſelves 
«with ſlight and overly:examination ,.-( here is 
more wickedneſs; and, deceirfulneſs in the hearts - 
0b aller, : thetrmufkimerarcuware of y. butto + 
Finakertie more diligent;:diſtri&, and impartial | 
Gſeatch poſſible imo rthe true Cauſes:and Motrves - 
«of this Change; (and for ſomuch asFfears and 
< hopes have been cver found the fitteſt engines to 
$\work ſuch feats ) to enquire particularly what 
| | _ Site _- 
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< 1nfluence or operation either the fear of looſing 
&« what they had, or che hope of geirzzg more mighr 
Ehave. in this work towards the pruducing ſuch 
« an efte&. It wilt beſt become otuers ro: judge 
as charitably as they may.; but doubtleſs it-will 
be ſafeſt for-them ro be very jealous over them- 
ſelves , leſt ſo great a Change could not have been 
wrought in ſo ſhort a ſpace 5 without a ſirabginfuſi: 
On of the oneg., or of the other , or both,,'-1ntoxte 
:Medicine that wrought it; eſpecially ſince the con= 
juncture-of time wherein, this-chinge happened, 
may very probably raiſe ſome ſyſ{pitzon that a viſi- 
ble hope and advantage had ſome co-operation at 
icaſt- with whatſoever was-the principal cauſe of 
this ſo ſudden an alteration... It not ſo, nor ſo, but 
that they finde: them{clves clearly convinced in 
their judgementsof-ahexr: former crrour., and that 
they are. tully per{waded: that theyiare now 'in a 
better way then that whereinthey fotmerly walk- 
ed, it is happy for them; and I doubr not burthar 
they will fipgde matter of rejaycing 1n1t:, if they. be 
not miſtaken( athing nor impoſſible) an thetryal 
of their own hearts;' -O:thar:thad men that invhe 
change of times were:unchangeable in their minde 
and opinion , and to holdup their former and well- 
grounded Principlezſ0 long-as:they. cari.geither ap- 
prehend any reafon of .fuſſkctens: Ktrengtiito cont 
vince their underſtandings that .they ate 1it.the 
wrong , or to' maniteſt-unto them-the neceſlity.of 
ql. ms 
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CHAP. 11. 


The Charch of England's reſentment of Scandalous Pro- 
faneneſs.. Ds 


()F you, my Sons , why do you theſe things > 
| for I hearof your evil dealings by all this 
people. Oh, Sirs, my God above wk upon you, 
and is provoked; the bleſſed Angels fee you their 
fellow-{ervants, ( for you area ſpe@acle ro God 
. and Angels) and are grieved ; wicked men ob- 
{erve you, and blaſpheme God ; good men behold 
you, andare aſhamed. Is ir tor this that you are 
delivered , that you may work wickedneſs? Hath 
God puniſhed you, and will you yer fin more and 
more> Will not twelve years ſufferings reform > 
will not twenty years reproaches awake you? VVill 
not miracles of judgement deter you trom evil > 
will not: miracles of mercy oblige you to good > 
Oh,deſpiſe you the riches of Gods goodreſs towards 
you , not knowtng that the goodneſs of God ſhould. 
lead you to repentance 2 Bur atter your hardneſs 
and impenitency of heart, will you treaſure up 
more zrath agaig{t another day of wrath > Is this 
- thererurn you. make to a gractous God, to.diſho- 
nourhim > Is this your kindneſs rome, to undoe 
me > Is this your gratitude for the publick fa- 
vours of King and Parliament, to be utterly une 
worthy > Religion hath honoured you with an 
high Calling ; you betray it : Your Prince vouch- 
NT ——— — ET © 
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 ſafed you Royal Favours; you ſhame him : Ho- 
neſt people afforded you their pity and compaſſ- 
on; you deceive them. Is this your kindneſs ro 
your friends > ” 

_ I (aw indeed the late ſcandalous Centuries, bur 
I negle&ed them as flanders and calumnies ; I 
heard the late complaints and outcries , bur flight- 
ed them as I doenvy, malice and hatred, Dread- 
ful things were dayly ſuggeſted againſt you ; grear 
things were dayly offered for you : the Fa@ion 
reviled , the Orthodox maintained you : fober 
men writ for youz but now you confute them : holy 
men excuſed you ; but you contradi& them : good 
and great men ſpoke for you bur who will now 
believe them > Muſt you needs juſtifie Malice it 
ſelt > Muſt you needs juſtifie what Uncharitable- 

_ neſs it ſelf dyrſt not ſuggeſt againſt you > Do you 
hear what they ſay ;—— There , there go your Mini- 
ſfters2 Ityou hear not what they ſay, {ee whar you 
are: Youare the ſalt of the earth ; if the ſalr now 
Jooſe its ſavour , wherewith {hall it be ſalted > it 
is rhenceforth good for nothing bur to be caſt out , and 
to be troden under foot of men, Youare the falr z 
yet, how unſavoury > you are the light of the 
world , and do you: walk as the children of light > 
are you byrnig, are you ſhining lights > Oh your 
careleſneſs, On your indifferency in matter of Reli- 
gion} Qh how negligently you'do the work of the 
Lord, while you know God is ſerious in the Word 
he ſpeaks, in the Judgements he inflids,in the Mer- 
cies he beſtows! VWhen you know Cairift is feri- 
eus.in redeeming fouk, the holy Spirit is ferious in 

— : ſanRGifying 
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ſanAifying them , the Devil is ſerious in undoing 
them ; the whole Creation is ſerious round abour 


| you, - Howyou trifle with immortal ſouls ! how 


you play with the great and terrible work of the 
the Miniſtery 1 How iormallydo you pray ! how 
unconcernedly do. you preach ! how vainly and 
unproficably do you' diſeourſe ! how unevenly do 
you walk { : VWhar, do you ſpeak for Ercrnity 2 db 


| you preach for Immortality > Are you ſent of 


God? ate you here to ſave-Souls > and yer, Galzo- 
like, care for 207e of thoſe things? Wois me, to ſee 
you walk :n the counſel of the ungodly ; fland in the wa 

of ſinners , and ſit in the ſeat of the ſcornſul 5; whoſe 
delight ſhould be 7x the law of the Lord, in whoſe law 
you ſhould meditate day and night ! What, the 
{ame man laugh ar Relipion, and preach it ! the 
ſamefoul Dcoll upon ſerious Holinefs' in compa- 


ny , and; yer urge it in the great-Congregation ! 
 Whar, petſwade men to Vertuein the Pulpiry and 


laugh men out of- it in the Parlour'! - Where is 
that ſerious Holineſs that crowned ,-thar ſolemn 
Gravity that adorned, thar fevers Verttic thar ad- 
vanced tny ſober Miniſters , my reverend Paſtors, 
and holy men > Where is thy pious Spirit, devour 
HALL-! where is thy gracious Femper, excellent 
#SHER! where is thy eveh nd {tiled Frathe, {eri- 
ous H 4 MMOND ! wheres ttiy verttious deport- 


' ment, famous MORTON ! where is thy rational, 


well-weighed, and ſtayed ſoul; O venerable SAN- 
DERSON !- In England,as tn Rama, thiere is a voice 


| heard, lamenration, and weepingzrid grear monr- 
ning z 1, as Recbel, weeping for my excellent chil- 


G 2 dren: 
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dren :- but they are nor, * Vo is mefor your Co- 
wvetouſneſſ, Oye my ſons ; that you inſtru&k men 
| another world, yet look norbeyond this ; that 
you who are fent to teach men'to kue by faith, 
{ſhould yer /zve by fenſe z that you who teach farth 
the evidence of things not feen , ſhould yet eyeonely 
the things which areſeen. Oh ſhame ! ſelf-dental 1s 
the great duty you enjoyn , ſelf-ſeekrng 15 the great 
fin you are guiity of, Love zot the wortd, is one of 
the moſt remarkable Axiomes of your Religion ; 
Love the world, is the confiderableft rule of your 
lives. 7 have coveted no mans fuer or gold, {aith 
the Apoſtle : Oh what ſay you > 7 ſeek rot yours, 
but you, (aith he 2 I ſeek not you, but yours,. fay you.. 
Netthey at any time uſed I a cloak for covetouſneſſ., God 
« mywitneff , {aith the Apoſtle : Oh, what you 
have done, God and memare witneſs. © Give me the 
ſouls, (faith Abraham) take thou the goods : Grue us the 


goods, (ſay you) take you the ſeuls. Is to live to Chriſt 
in this ſenſe,: thy gazz 2 is to dze to bim,, thy aduar- 


mY . 3 


tage > Alas! alas! 


-4 & 


Oh your debauched: courſes,” (you vide and ſor- 
did fouls!) An holy Calling,and an unholy. Life! 
Spiritual perſons, and yer live aſter the fleſh! a 
clean Ggrment, and an unclean heart | ſervants of 
God , and yerſervants;ot. fip ! reverend: tn. your 
FunRion, and yer-ſhametful in your Lives ! a. Mi- 
niſter, and yet given to Vine. ! a Prieſt, and:yer 
wanton.t.' 1n.-holy;Qrders , and yet in riotous Diſ- 
order! walk.circumſpeRly,and yet reel 1a. man de- 
voted tothe Spydy-& theCloſer,in chambering and 
wamonnels! . converlation.in heaven , and i as, 
_ Do ouſes 
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houſes and Taverns ! ſtudy Eternity, and yet trifle 
away time ! fiand: at the Communjon of Saints, 
yer fit down in'the company of (corners | Oh theſe 
 thengs ought not tobe, | 
— Thus w/e youare, and yet you are proud ; thus 
a&:ſhonouring your ſelves, and yer ambitzow. Learn 
of me, (ſaid Chrift ) for I am meek and lowly : look 
upon you,you are proud and Lordly, Imade you 
Miniſters for the ſervice of ſouls,you advance your 
ſelves robe Rulers, I taught: every ſoul of you to 
be ſubjects you are imparient of ſubje&ion, Hu- 

_ mility. and meckneſs was the glory of my Mini- 
ſters; haughtineſs and;pride is your ſhame, Were 
you raiſed by the favour of God and men lately,. 
eo be high now > God remetmbred, and man pi- 
tied you in your loweeſtate ;God:will-remember, 
and man will puniſh you in.your high eſtate, You. 
humbled your ſelves, and you were.cxalted ; you 
exalr your ſelves, and you may. be made.lowe. Oh 

the pride that compoleth your Sermons ,, that con - 
trives your Deſignes,thar fills your Thoughts, that 
formeth your Countenances , that.putteth the Ac- 
cents and Emphaſis on your. VV.ords,. thatordereth 
your Habit, modelleth your Geſtures ; that makes. 
you aim at your ſelves. in.all you dog and forger. 
God. when you ſhould aim ar God,, and forget. 

your ſelves, - Shall Miniſters that-bring men. to 
heaven, live in-pride, that caſt. Angels to hell > 
* Youare proud, poor fouls ,.-and ye muſt.be coz- 
tentiows t00: : Ambaſladours of. peace ye are, yet in. 
ſtrife and.envie : .you profeſs a. Goſpel of- peace,. 
yet what :emwation.> what wrath > Chrift leit. 
grmnmhen Peace 


6) 
peaceamong you when he went to Heaven , ſhall 
he finde peace whenhererurns from Heaven > .Oh 
no : though Religion obligeth youro peace, al- 
though Diviſions have undone us.z although Truth 
be almoſt loſt, the power of Godlinefs be decayed, 
good men be grieved , I becndangered;; thougbe-. 
nemies be encouraged ,. and Arhtiſm be promoted: 
by your unhappy differences:42yet {till you quary; 
rc, ſtill you diſpare, Why do you frive, ſceing 
ye are brethren > Have you not one God? have 
you not one Faith > have you not one Baptiſm 
have you not one Hope > Oh why do you notkeep: 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace > ' why: 
theſe jealouſies, theſe fears, theſe diſtances, theſe: 
bitterneſſes > I mark them which: cauſe diviſions. 
contrary to the truth and peace I: always owned;: 
and ſhall avoid them; Biſhop #ſher propoſed what 
was moderate-,-you hearkned not 3 Biſhop Dave- 
- ant writ peaceably , you read him not ; Biſhop 
Sanderſon-offered modeſtly, you regarded him nor ; 
many ſober men offered healing Principles agree-. 
able to the Concefions on all hands, yer they are: 
negleted : God himſelf uniced you in your miſe- 
ries, yet you diſagree in your judgements ; he 
joyned you-in {uffterings, yer you divide your ſelves 
in his ſervice. O tellit not inGath, publiſh ir not. 
in Askelon,—— That Minifters of the Goſpel diſ-; 
agrce among themſclves, and head and lead their 
people to difagreements, har, ſhall a Miniſter 
live and tio love > how do you. read > :how is it. 
writteti> is it not, -Follow peace with all men as much 
as inyou lieth, if tt be poſsible 8 Do nor you read, do- 
nor 


8) 
not you preach thus > . Oh why do you not live 
thus? Yea, there is utterly a faulr among you, 
that you fall out with your Neighbours. Now 
there is utterly a fault among you , That you goto 
Law one with azother: I ſpeak this to your ſhame, Wh y 
do not you rather ſuffer wrong ? why do not you ſuffer 
your ſelves to be defrauded? How preach you > how 
read you is tt not, that ye reſi} not evil 2 andif ary 
man ſhall ſue thee at the Law , and take away thy coat, 
gtve bimthy cloak. alſo, © Who ts a wiſe man, anudendued 
with knowledge among you 2 Let him ſhew out of a 
good converſation his works with meckneſs and 
wiſdome : but if you bave bitter envyings and 
ſtrifes in your hearts, glory nor and lye nor againſt 
the truth, This wiſdome deſcendeth nor from a- 
bove, butis earthly , ſenſual and devilliſh : for 
| where envying and ſirife is, there is confuſion and 
every evil work : but the wiſdome which is from 
above, is firſt pure, and then peaceable, gentle, eaſe to. 
be intreated, full of mercy and of good works, with- 
aut partiality , without hypocrifie ; and rhe fru:t 
of: : righteouſneſs 1 ſawn 11 peace of them'that make: 
—_—_ : Eon ds: 
, Well, if you goon profefling Religion indiffe- 
rently, doing the work of God negligently ; if you: 
carry on onely a form of godlineſs hypocritically ; 
if you live without the grace of God within you. 
prophanely ; if you.live without the fear offi God 
before you looſely ; - 1f you live without the love of 
God uncharitably ; if. you live againſt your pro 
feffion ſhamefully.: farewel the moſt flouriſhing 
Church , farewehlQrdinances.,. farewel Miniſtry. 
(ces | Cn 
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farewel Comforts 3 farewel Bleſſings, farewel our : 
Glory , farewel our God ; andwo unto whenhe is 
departedfrom uw. .. ® 25 

"Oh my Sons, thearken. to this-one \V 1th ; and 
Oh thar.it be notmy laſt.!— For.Gods fake,. tor. 
your .own fake, for my ſake , for.three Kingdoms 
ſake , forour gracious Kings fake , tor the fake of 
late Poſteruy, en ih 3 - pg Ce. 
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I, That you want not that grace you offer 0- 
rhers ; that. when you ſave others, you periſh not. 
as Caſt-a-ways.your ſelves, - Oh feel the power © 

_ that Religion you preach , and preach the power 
you feel: Be whatyou perſwade others to be. 

2. Take heed to. your ſelves, and conſider what 
manner of men ye ought to be in all holy:conver- 
ſation and godlinels, T.. 

3. Take heed to your ſelves, that you pull not down 
with a wicked life > what you build up with an: 
holy Da&rine, It there be no ſuch thing. as Reli-' 
glon, preach it not; if there be, live it : ita looſe 
lite may be allowed, do not preach againſt itz and 
14 1t may not be allowed, do norlive it: be not de- 
ceived, and deceive not others. Do you know the 
judgement of God, thatall that commir ſuch things 
as you do, are worthy of death > then why do.you. 
do them > if not, why:do you :preach the other > 
Ob preach exaQly, and live exactly : as youthink 

all the week how to ſpeak upon Sunday , 10 reſolue 
upon Sunday how to liveall theweek, ' How a 
— ouſly 
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ouſly you preach ! On howcareleſly you live! 
_ 4» Take beed to your ſelves, and walk wiſely to- 
wards them that are without ;. that whereas they. 
ſpeak evil of you, they may be aſhamed, confide- 
r4ng che nature and end of your converſation. = 
: Ohtake beed to your ſelves : You bave many eyes 
w_—_ your infirmities ; you have many ſpeQators 
of your falls, to finde, to aggravate, and to publiſh 
rhem.: God forbid that you ſhould do evil in the 
eyes of the whole world, the good part whereof 
.watcherh on your Vertues, to imitate you; the evil 
part watcheth on your V ices, to traduce you : you 
are as liphes upona hill , O-walk as'in the light. 
Take beed to your ſelves z, if nor for others, yer for 
your own immortal ſouls. Oh preach notof hea- 
ven, and fall thortot ir; Ot preach notof hell, 
and fall tntoirs of grace and duety , and yet live 
without chem, © > = ” 
Oh take heed to your ſelves, Vigilant is. your 
Temprer, great are your tryals, , many are your 
temptations , much the oppoſition you will meet ; 
for weighty is your work: you dcfiroy the power 
of Satan; you cngage the powers of hell: Oh 
take heed toyour (clves. 
 Oa take heed to your ſelves, You have the ſame 
nature with orhers , bur you commit nor the like 
ſins with others : the fins thar dwell in you are 
the ſame with other tens , the fins that are com- 
mirted by you are greater then ocher mens: Oh 
watch then over your evil nacure, rake care of your 
great tranſgreſſions : 1. Againſt knowledge, wil- 
fully : 2, Ayainſt your truſt, untaichfully : 3. A- 


F 


gainſt your profeſſion, hy poctiticaily ; 4. Againſt 
_H others, 
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others ,. very offenſively z againſt the Honour of 
God and his ways z very dangerouſly z who & bla- 
Iphemed by the 1gnorant and ungodly through you. © 

Take heed to your ſelves , that you may be bleffed 
inyour undertaking, Let your ways pleaſe Gbd; 
 aSyou hope God will bleſs your ways.——lIf hor 
for your own , yet for other mens ſouls fake take 
heed to your fſclves : ſpeak. from your hearrs to 
their hearts : be not intangled by fin,tharyourmay 
beable toſpeak againſt ſin. Otrdo as you preach, 
that the world may ſee you mean as you preach. 
Oh reverend Fathers, enjoyn my wholeſome 
Canons ſeverely, viſtt mens lives and carriages ex- 
aQaly,overſce the flocks over which the holy Ghoſt 
hath made you overſcers , carefully : Piry Religi- 
on that is a dying; pity me thar am decaying ; 
pity your ſelves that are again falling. Reform my 
Clergy, and youare ſafe; neglect them , and you 
periſh : keep up the life and-praQtice of Religion, 
and that will keep you : it the power of Religion 
be loft,the profefſion of it will ; your Calling will 
fail,your Order will fail; and God knows what will 
be the end thereof: | fear nothing bur-{in, I want no- 
thing but true grace eminent inall my Miniſters, 
whereby they may pleaſe God, adorn the Goſpel, 
convince Gainſayers, and reform the world, 
Can.7;, Haveyou not enjoyned, That zo Eccleſta3tiralper- 
ſens ſhall at any time , other then ſor ther horeft nece(ſi- 
ties , reſort to any Tavernsor Ale-houſes , neuher ſhall 
| they Boardor Lodge in azy ſuch place? Furthermore, 
they ſhall not give themſelves to ary baſe or ſertile labour, 
or to Drinking or Ryotig , ſpendrng their time "___ 5 
has — 


G7) 
diy or night, playing at Dice, Cards, ww Tables, or any 0- 
ther unlawful Game'; but at all times conventent they 
ſhall bear. or read fomewhat of the boly'Scripturer, or ſhall 
occupythemſel ues with for: other honeſt ſtudy or exerciſe, 
always doing the things which ſhall appertain to honeſty, 
aud endeauouring to profit the Church of God; baving 
always 1 mind that they ought to excel all others in purt- 
ty of life , : audſhould be examples of the people to live 
well, and Chri#1anly , under pain of Eccleſtaftical cen- 
ſures to be tnfliRed with ſeverity, according to the quali- 
tzes of ther offences, | 
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I'N your other courſes, O ye. my Sons, fearof 
. Authority may deter you , Conſcience may 
| * check you, tri Laws may reſtrain you ,. a ſevere 
 aver{ight, may. reform you :: itn this firange , in 
this ſad miſcarriage ot :Symany ,, L-have made 
Laws., yet you tranſgreſs chem ; I haveenaRed, 
$1 of QUE: 8: « Tharif any perſons, bodies Po- | 
«lirackcof Corporate ;: ſhaftor do at any rite for 
cap fam ok maney, fevard, gite; profingr bene- 
< hc ,, Qlivet! direys orfpr or byreaſon of 
«any Promiſe, Grane, Bong, Covenant,.ar other 
 &«:Afftrance of or for any ſum of- money , reward, 
cr oifr, profit, or benefit whazſoever, dire&lyvr in- 
« directly , preſent or collate any perſon ro any 
Sts —. H 2 | « Bene- 
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(4s) 
« Benefice with Cure of fouis, Dignity, Prebend, 
& or Living Eccleſiaſtical ; . or give or beſtow the 
« ſame for or in reſpec of any ſuch corrupt cauſe 
& or conſideration ; that th-nevery ſuch Prefen: a- 
<« tion, Collation, Gift , &c. ſhould be urcerly 
& yoid, and of noneeffe& in Law; and rhatany 
« perſon accepting ot any Eccleſiaſtical promoti- 
<« on upon ſuch furdid accounts, . ſhall be judged a 
& difablcd perſon in Law ro have orenjoy any Be- 
« nefice, Dignity, Prebend, or Living Ecclet:aſti- 
call. Y<r (4:11 you truck tor Lavings you mar- 
ker for Benefices ; till you buy and (cll in the Tem- 
ple : this abomination is ſtill forbidden , and yer 
R:1l allowed z my:Canons:tte from-it by an Oath, 
yer you venture, Youu ſwear thus : 


I, N. N. do ſwear , That T have made-ns 
Stmoniacal payment, contra& or promiſe, di-. 
recHy or indireGily, by my ſelf, or by any othee 
to my knowledge, or with my conſent , to any: 
perſon or perſons whatſocver, for or concern- 
ing the procuring and obtaining of this Eccle- 
fraftical Dignity, place, preferment, Office or 
Living, nor will at any time hereafter perform: 

or-ſatisfie any ſuch kind of payment, contra 
or promiſe made by any other without my 
knowledge or conſent. So help me Godthrough 
TwaGchft — — —— as 


Yet 


(49). 
Yetyoudoir,* Oh you men of God, cah you for-. 
ſwear chis abominable fin , and; yer commir-ir > 
\W1ll you-publickly diſown ir before God and the 
Church, : and yer own it between y:-ur ſelves and 
your Parrons> Shall nor God ſearch our tis > 
Tacſe things you do, and God keep: filence : yuu 
think: he is. alrogether ſuchia one as yur ſelves, 
Ah,.he, he will reprove you; he will fer your fins 
tn order before vou, Ohconfſider this,” ye that in 
this forget God.!- . Qh be ſurc-youngins ſhall fiade 
you out... Sball aman cake the Name of God in 
vain , and be: gurltleſs2 i. Shall a'man break his (o- 
lemn Oath 5'andbedelivered > 'Sball he eſcape that 
doth ſuch things> ſhall he -proſper > How will 
you look thar-God-1n'the-face in Prayer', whom 
you Hye blaſphemed m-your Oath: How can 
you bend that Congregation:ithat knows you are 
forfworn >», VV hat, !preach- the: Word-of. God, 
and regard not.the Oath of God.! What, gain a 
Partonage,and looſe thy foul ! To atrain to a Pre- 
terment;. ſhall.you hazard: more then the whole 
S_ 5M 5 cc. EE 
-.,11 Have you never read that in.-.45:8.18,19,20, 
21, 22,23, And when Simon ſaw that through laying. 
0x.of the Apſiles hands, the holy Ghoſt mas given, be offe- 
redthem MONEY , ſaying, Grve me alſo this power,. 
that 1:mbowſoeter 1 lay hands , -he may recetve the holy 
Gho#F;. : But Peter ſaid unto him , Thy money periſh nub 
thee ,: becauſe that thou hajt thought that the gift of God 
maybe purcbaſedwithonioney. - Tho baft net m__— nor 
lot in this matter : foy thy heart us zot right mathe ſight 
of God, Repent therefare. of . this thy mickedueſs;-4 4 
EEE A pray: 


% 


. (G9) 
. pray God, if perbups the thoughts of: thyheart may be for - 
geventhees; For 1 percerye that ' thou :axt 23 the. gall of: 
bitterneſs, and in the:bond af txquity, ' You will ſays / 
Objed. Tow Luy not any:g!ft or grace; as Simon.meuld 
have done but ſome encouragement to exerciſe your gifts 
_zT :. 7. 

, Sol. Alas 1 ts it not:thegrſt:. of God:you buy >-. are 
Tyrhes of Gotl,-or arethey .not.>1 iÞ they are.not;. 
why do you. challenge them > Jf they are vf:God, why 
do you buy them ofi- men # Shall a man rob;God 2 yet ye 
have robbed meg ven this whole Nation, ©. Trey ſay, 
herein have we robbed God > :in Tyres and 
Offerings, . The Lay-parrontakesfromGod, and 
you take fromhim: heiteals from God , you re- 
ceive from him. 1s it his > 'wity-do you {ay Tythes 
belong onely-to Mintfters:2 Ts it the Mag 
why do-you payhimfor.it > why Jo you jt 
encroact:ment, berray Gods tight, wrong me, and 


undoe your ſelves'2 Who goeth to warfare at his own 
charge 2 youdoit. Do'ye not knowthar they wlio 
miniſter about holy things, live of the things of the 
Temple > and thar ſo the Lord hath ordained, thar 


they that preach. the Goſpel, ſhould live otthe Go- 
ſpel > my 
 Objca. Ideal net with the. Patron himſelf, you will 
Sol, Oh be.not decerved.! -God-1s not mocked "4 
what you do by athers, you doyour:falves: Simon 
himſelf went not to God , wiofe the holy Gizoſt: 
was, .but to Peter, one of the Stewards :of the mant- 
fold gifts of, God, ATV ES AT 7 DO HALF TLEAL Ek 

: Ooje, 1am wich Cid tothe Steward, ” 


 Atlw, 


(82) 

A aſt », How read:you, 2 Kitig.s b 20:6 -Gehazi 
the ſervant of: Elitha the man of God, ſaid , Be- 
hold, my maſter hath ſpared Naaman this Syri- 
an z 1 not- teceiving at his hands that .which he 
brought: but as the Lord liveth will run atrer 
him ,. arid take ſomewhat of him. . $o Gehazi fol- 
lowed after him: and when Naaman ſaw him 
running after him, he lighted down from the cha- 
riot to meethim, and faid, Isall well> Andhe 
faid, Allis well : my-maſter hath fent me, ſaying, 
Behold,even now there be come to me from mounr 

_ Ephraimtwo young men of the ſons of the pro- 
phetrs : give them, I pray thee, a talent of falver,. 
and two changes of garments. And Naaman faid,. 
Becontent, take two talents; : and he urged him,. 
and bound two talents of {ilver in two bags , with: 
rwoThanges of garments, and laid them up@n two: 

_ of his ſervants, and they bare them before him.. 
And when he came to the tower , he took them: 
from their hand, and beſtowed them'in the houfe z; 
and he let the-men go, and rhey departed.. But he- 
weht in, and ſtood before his maſter: and Eliſha 
{aid unto him:,:: VVhence-cameſt thou, . Gehazio- 
Apd heſaid , Thy fervant went no-whither, - And: 
he ſaid unto him, Went notmine-hearr withithee, 
when the man turned again from 'his chariot to- 
meer.thee > is it a time to receive money-,. and to: 
receive garments, and olive-yards, and vineyards, 
and ſheep; and oxen, and men-ſervants, arid maide- 
ſcxvants >- 'Theleprofie therefore of Naaman ſhall 
cleave unto rhee, and unto thy feed forever. And 
he went out from his preſencea leper as. white as 
ſhow. . Objea. 
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' Obje&. :J3, bt. Gabizi look'to that... : 

Sol. T> ir aifin in hinzco receive a git, J and, 1s it 
nor 4 ſfin'in:youto giver? | 

- Objee. :{ oncly laid anger, booght «boſe , married 
my Patrons daughter, or gave bond to reſigne.” * *: 

Sol. ..Fie; fie 1: Are yan called to be Mindiers > > 
Do your. duty, you may look for your due, and 
make no terms with inen for what God freely gives 
you. :\ill you add acheart to your Sacriledge 
rob God, and puta trick upon the Law >. 1 bs 

1s this to obey for conſcience ſake > 

Object, 1 onely bought an Aduonſon, = 
_ Sol. It you cannot buy a Living when: it is void, 
how can you buy. it over another mans head when 
itisSnor> Whatdo you aim ac in-the Advowſon-> 
Do you aim at the good of ſouls > thoſe ſoul are 
provided for already. Do you aim at the beftefir 
of the place > Oh unworthy man | Whar,embrace 
the preſent world! Is the Tyrhe a Miniſters? what 
need you buyiitaforehand??- Is it the peo ples? why 
do you rake ttatall> 

2. Andis the Church grown fo contemprible, | 
that ir maybe bought and ſold for money > 1s Pre- 
ferment rather a prize for the Richeſt, rhena Re- 
ward for the Worthteſt > : Who will ſpend their 
days in ſerious ſtudy , and their life in weariſome 
rcrirement, and their eſtates in a chargeable edu- 
Cation z and ar laſt muſt either buy their preter- 
ment,or live negleQed ,and dic unobſerved > VV hat 
ingenious man.can endure tedious allowance , un-. 
ſupportable fces, intolerable baffles, and nor retire 
te his FOR there give himſelf ro def a= . 

and. 


(53) 
and deſpair, curſing the day where; be was boyn, and 
the years wherein he was bred up; ſaying, as EL:- 
jab ſecretly to his foul, Lord, it is enough , take away 
my life , fince I have out-lived rhe glory of the 
Church, the honour of my Calling, the encourage- 
ment of Parrs and Worth > — I cannot live uſe- 
fully z Oh that I might die comfortably ! 

3. Have I no true Miniſters, but a Generati- 
on of Demaſſes , that embrace the preſent world > 
Have I no Miniſters called of God , that will live 
upon God > none rhat can truſt God with their 
maintenance > \Vill you all crowch tor the Prieſts 
Office onely; that you may ear a mor{ſel of bread > 
Will youall degrade your ſelves , and buy and (ell 
your ſacred perſons and employments > Juſtly 
would the Carholick Church have degraded you, 
Can. 4p. 10, Cone, Chalc. 2, Conc. Auriaſ.14. and 
will you goon making merchandize of the Word > 

and will you go on in the Minifiry , out of filthy lu-. 
cre, and not out of aready minde? —_ HY 

Thus, thus axe my worthy Sons laid afide., the 
unworthy are promored : -- my people pert{h , :my : 
Religton decays , my enemies break: in upon me, 
and] have onely here and there one to ſtand by 
me. Theweak ,* the ſcandalous that came in by 
Simony, berray me, Oh ſacred Majeſty, O yethe 
hotiourable Nobility, O ye worthy.Gentlemen,ler 
itbe.your honour that. you can diſpoſe of. Livings 


torhepglory of.God, the-honour of the Churchs and 
| your @wn comfort: : + let it be your ſhame that you 
makeany advantage of your:Livings; to the diſho- 
nour of God, (IEEE theCThurch', and the 
= ruine 


64). | 
ruine of ſouls.. : Oh ye ingenious Miniſtcrs ; cons: 
rent. your {elves rather that you deſerve Prefer- - 
ment, then endeavour to enjoy them in this vile, 
unworthy and dangerous way : never ſtoop-to 
theſe low terms :; be rather buried in an honeſt - 
| privacy, then appear with a publick infamy. Nox 

ſe nunc & olim ſicertt, Oh ſacred and auguit Au-, 
chority of King and Parliament , own your former 
Laws 3 vindicate your Authority z mect-, mcet 
t4s threatning miſchief; ſera watch upon Patrons 
and their Stewards ; frown upon the rcaching 
_ Clergy; finde out the Panders of Simony thar lic 

about town, and {ct up as it were an Ofhce for a- 
bomination. Take heed , Oh ye Patrons , how 
you lay the Childes portion ina Parſonage, and 
devour that which ts holy , and after that make enquiry z 
forcing the hopeiul Youth to begin with Perjury, 
and commence with Sacriledge. -Oh! words fail 


me: I muſt leave with you the excellent Jewel's 
words to Queen El;zateth, 1561, . 


The Livings of ſuch as are inthe Miniſtry , are not, 
in their bands towhom they are die:' they foldome paſs. 
now adays from. the Pation, if he beno better ttena 
Gentleman ,. but either fo2 the Leaſe vz-pzefent money. 
Such -Verchants are b2oken into the Church of God,. 
a great deal moze intolerable then, were they whom 
Chill whipt out,of the Temple. Thug.they who ſhould , 
be carefu) foz Gods Church , that.{þould be Patrons to- 
p2obide fd2 the-conſciences of rhe people, and to place 
among them @ learned Piniſter , - who'might be able to. 
p:eaeh-the Wozd to-them in ſeaſon'and out of ſeaſon, 
and to fulfil bis Piniftry,, ſk their own, and not that 
which is Jets Chziſts-3 - they ſerbe: not Jeſiis hail: 


G9. 


but their betly : and this is done-nct in one County, in 


one place ; but thzrughout all England. . Db mercicu! 
God, Whither Hfll this groto at the laſt? If the mil} - 
ry which this Plague wozketh ,. wauld reachhut .to oe 
Age>tit were tolprable 3 it wrll'be a Plague to Poſterity; ” 
it will be the decay and deſolation of Geds Church: 

Poung men fx tbis, 'and thep'are weary and diſcc. 
raged; they divert thefr Stuzieg another way. Aknow 
pour Gzace heareth 'not of theſe matters 3. and I bepe 


God will wozk in your gracipus beart. ſome remedies 4* 


gainſt them : foz etherlviſe the Scbgolg will be fozſa- 
ken, the Church deſolate ,*the People tvild and difmay- 
ed, the Goſpel diſcredited 3 and this noble Realm, which 


eber was (amous foz the name of Learning, likely to. 


come to ſuch rgnozance and barbary, as bath not been 
. beardvf tn any memozybefoze ur fime. Pooz ſouls are 
deſtiture without a Gufde , the afflicted in Conſcience 
habe none to quiet them ; they grow wild and ſabage as a 
people that hath no God 3. thep are commanded to change 
thetr Religion, and foz lack of inſtruction they know not 
whither to turn them. Dh if the kingdome of God be 
not wozthy to be-pzomoted, pet the Kingdome of pafan 
fs wozthy to be overthzown. 

Dh our Polterity ſþall rue » that ever ſuch Fatbers 
went befoze them ; and-Chzonicles will repozt this 
miſcarriage : they ſþall leabe it wzitte:r in whoſe time 
 andin Whoſe reign rhrs was done, D2 if we grow ſo 
barbarous that we conſider not this , oz be not able to 
dzawv tt into Chzonicle ; pet foreign Nations will not 
ſpare to Wette this , and publiſh it to our everlaſting re- 
- p2zoach and ſhame. By theſe means foreign power> 
which by Gods mercy this Realm ts delivered frcm> 
ſþall be bzought upon us: ſuch things ſhall be done to 
us, as we befoze ſuffered ; the truth of God ſþall be ta- 
ken away 3 the holp Scripture burnt and conſumed in 


fire; a marbellous darkneſs and calamity muſt needs 
enſue. I 
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Db that your Gzace might behold. the miferable dif- 
oder of Gods Church ! oz that you might ſx the cala- 
mities that will enfue! It fs a part of your Kingdom, 

_ andſuch a part as is the pzop and flap of the reſt, X 
will ſap to your Pajeſty , as Cyrillus ſometimes ſaid to 
the godly Emperours Theodofius and Valentinian ; Ab 
ea quz erga Deum eſt pietate , reip. veſtr# ſtatus pendet. 
Pou are our Governcur , pov are the Nurſe of Gods 
Church: Ue muſt open this grief befoze pou ; and 
God knoweth whether it wap be redzeſfed, it is let grown 
ſoleng, 1t is gone fo far : but if it may te redzeſſed, 
there is no other but your Pigbneſs that can redzeſs 
It, _ 


The Definition of Symony. 


YYmony is an intentive deſire or purpoſe to buy 
g or- {ell a ſpiritual Living ; or any Corporal 
thivg annexcd to the Church.—Grat, diit, 1,p.,2, 
9 1. Zanch.'de inter, Cultu, Concil, compl, Se, 4.3, dec: 
cont, Nic, can, hk. 96. | 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Church of England's Complaint againſt Encroach- 
eng Pluyalities, | T- 


F your portion, Oh my Sons, in this life,.or is ir 

K. in another > Is the fatisfa@ion your immor- 
tal ſouls look for, in the empty, vain, low and pe- 

 riſhing conrents of this wot1d ,. or inthe full, high 
and everlaſting enjoyments of the other world > 
If in.this life you have hope onely., you areof all 
men the moſt miſerable, the molt contemprible,. 
and moſt deceitful : if inanother , why ſo many 
Imperial Laws, ſo many Eccleſiaſtical Canons, fo 
many Decrees of Councils, ſo many ſevere Re- 
proots from Fathers and Caſuiſts, ſo many Com- 
plaints and Reproaches ,. ſo many Laws and Injun- 
Qions, ſo many Attempts and Endeavours in Par- 
liament theſe ſixty years againſt your. Monopolie: 
of Livings and Pluralitics of Benefices > Why do 
you. heap upon your {elves this envy > Vyhydo 
you provoke theſe Reproaches> I provided for 
youliberally ; I. checked thoſe that oppoſed your. 
Maintenance, ſeaſonably ;. Lencouraged your In- 
duſftry and Merit carefully , beyond any reformed. 
Church-in the world z I reſtored you to: your: 
Rights handſomely ; I fecured your-Rights legally :. 
will nor this ſatisfie you> will not this contenr . 
yOU-8-..-. —_ 

. I, Ir's but Jately.that. you were thought-unca» 

= ____ pable- 


7 
- 'pableof oneLiving ; and now three , four , fave, 
cannot ſufhce you, 1&s not long ſince you wanted 
_ necefſaries, and do you now heap up ſuperfuitics > 
Lately you could not provide tor your Familtes 
wants, and do you now provide for their Exceſs and 
Pride > Have you forgot how lately you graſped 
all, and you loſt all2 Alas! Alas! -— 
2, And will you eat the-bread out of your poor 
Brethrens mouths, and will you ſtarve your icl- 
low-fcrvants> Are you Miniſters > ſo are they, 
Are you Orthodox > fo are they. . Are you Loy- 
al> ſo are they, Have you been conſtant > fo 
have they. Are you ſerviceable ro the Church > 
they more ; 72 labours more abundant, Oh how 
many excellent men-who our-lived the late miſc- 
ries, Articles, Committecs, Sequeſtrations, Prote- 
ſtations , Covenants, Engagements , [inger:ug out 
their Itves, laden, and almoſt oppreſſed, worn our, 
and quite tired with the burrthen of years, cares, 
tears, labours, neceſſities and affii tions , are now 
fain to die in obſcurity, want and contempt , as if 
the Sons of the Church of England wanted onely 
' this to make up: the meaſure of their ſufferings, 
That they ſhould be undone when the Church ts reſtored ! 
How many hundreds fober and able men are 
laid aſide, and contemned by ſome as Orthodox, 
and deſpiſed by others as poor > whom the people 
would relieve, bur thar they are faithful ro me z 
whom I would relieve, bur that I am ſwallowed up 
by you. When you look big with your abundance 
and ſuperfluity , and glory in your preferments, 
how many hundred able and ſober men a 

me 


# 


med of their Order and FunQion, are wrapped up- 
in poverty and diſcontent,and loſt in poor employ- 
ments, and poorer'encouragements > whoſe faith- 
ful-labours I want', whoſe ſober converſations 
might honour me, whoſe diligence and care m ighr 
reftore me ,' whoſe reafon and learning might up-' 
hold me, whoſe powerful preaching might eſta- 
bliſh me, whoſe ſelf-denial and devoredneſs to 
publick good mighr ſave me, Alas, Sirs, let noze 
of you think of himſelf more highly then he ought to think, 
but to think ſoberly , according as God hath dealt to every. 
man the meaſure of faith : for as you have many members 
13 one body , and all members have not the ſame office ;, 
ſo I being made of many, am one body in Chriſt , 
atid every one in me is memberone of another, 
You , my Sons , having then gifts differing accor- 
ding to the grace thar 1s given you , whether Pro- 
phefie , &c. why ſhall not they that propheſie be 
encouraged according tothe proportion of Faith > 
or Miniſtry , why ſhould not all-be encouraged- 
tharwait onthe Miniſtry > or they thatreach , on 
teaching? or they that exhort , on exhortation > 
The-body is not- one member, bur many-: now- 
hath God fer the members in the body as it pleaſ- 
eth him; and if they were all oze member , where: 
- were the body > Theeye cannot fay to the head, 
I have no need of thee : nor again the head tothe 
feet, Ihave no needof you. Nay , *enich more 
thoſe members of che'body which ſeem to be more 
Jeevle, are neceſſary; and thoſe leſs honourable, upon 
theſe we ought to beſtow more abundant honour. 
And our uncomely- parts have a more abundant. 
EE cOme- 


(60) 


.comelineſs : for our comely parts have no need, 
bur God hath tempered the body together, havin 
- more abundant honour to that hee whack | 
acked , thar there ſhould be no ſchiſm inthe bo- 
dy, bur that the members ſhould have the ſame. 
. Care one for another, Nowye , my Sons, are the - 
body of Chriſt , and members in particular :. and 
God hath fer ſome in the Church. firſt, Apoltles ; 
ſecondarily, Prophets z thirdly, Teachers :- Are 
all Apoſiles > areall Prophets? are all Teachers > 
are all provided tor > Oh covet earneſtly the beſt - 
Gifts,nor the beſt Livings! And yet I could ſhew 
you amoreexcellent way, _ 
Why is that Preterment engroſſed by one,which 
might maintain twenty > V Vhy are thoſe Reve- 
nues loſt upon rhe folly , vanity aud ſuperfluity of 
one family , which might provide for the honeſt. 
.- occaſions of five > Oh Jus T1ic#, the equal 
Difſtributer of Aﬀairs, whither-art thou fled! Oh 
Equiry, whither art thou retired ! 

3. It you conſider not the fin , do you conſider 
the conſequences of theſe miſcarriages; the envy. 
thar you already {ink under; rhe occaſion given 
unto them thar ſeek occaſion , which hath already 
—_ you; the great diſcontent that already 
endangererh you. Have not you enemies to your 
Order, Callingand Judgement, and muſt you in- 
cenſe your friends > Muſt you provokethat God: 
chat hath hitherto upheld your Order and Fun&i- - 

. on, byabuſing the maintenance he allows jor his. 
ſervice and ſervants to your own advantage > Muſt 
you diſpleaſe his ſacred Majeſty , by. appropria- 

els ting 
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ting to a few ill beloved perſons, for whoſe ſake his 
Majeſty is thought the worſe of , that encourage- 
ment which might be equally beſtowed upon well- 
deſerving and well-beloved, who might in each Pa- 
riſh teach his ſubje&s their duty faithfully , per- 
ſwade chem to obedience ſucceſsfully , and ſettle 
them inthe D:Ctrine of Government according to 
the great Principles of Chriſtianity, moſt happi- 
ly > Muſt you provoke your Brethren of the Cler- 

gy to diſcontent , by taking up all che encourage- | 
ments of their Studies, all cheir employmenrs and 
hopes > How many hopeful young men in City 
and Country are forced either ro want, or, which 
is worſe , tolive upon your ſmall Penſions, and 
ſcant allowance; and, what is natural for Parts 
and Ingenuity, in want to deſpair their fortunes, 
and to envy yours > How readily do they now, 
hopeleſs of any Regular favour , apply themſelves 
to popular applauſe, that their compliance may 

_ gain that among the people , which their aerir 
_ could nor among you > Do nor you ſec how the 
people forſake you, as Self-ſeekers > how the Gen- 
try cenſure you, as Unconſcionable > how the 
Clergy abhor you, as Invaders of their places and 
preferments> Do you not fee that the Law can 
hardly ſecure you > that Authority can ſcarcely 
detend you from all the affronts and baftles thar 
Malice and Fury do ſuggeſt to an incenſed people 2 
The Adverſaries triumph, the mapy Friends I have 
weep , the Sober and Serious areamazed to ſee 
fourſcore or an hundred odious men filling up a 
whole Church. Do you —— choſe ma Ws 
CT | Ve. 
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_ tive men will reſt in a diſpirited,poor, mendicant, 

decayed, dejeQed and vexatious condition > Do 
not you fear their melancholy thoughts, their reti- 
red contrivances , their forlorn mcetings> You 
know there are none ſo dangerous as the djſcontert- 
ed Scholars, Monopoly is the ruine of the State | 
Pluralitics are the ruine of the Church : the one, 
neceſſitates the. indigent Subje& to dangerous 
courſes and praRices ; the other, the poor Sct.olar 
ro as dangerous diſcourſes and thoughts, 

Is it not enough that mens late malice and info- 
lency againſt the Miniſtry reduced them to wanr 
ahd contempt, but that ( to my ſhame, who am 
bleſſed of God with abundance and honour ) one 
{mall parrot the Miniſtry thould reduce the otl;er 
to {ma]l Contributions , poor Dependencies ; ſo 
_ uncertain and ſo bafe , that men of ingenious ſpi- 

rits and learning muſt deteſt them,who cannot en- 
dure when they do their work to beg for their wa- 
ges , not withour ſordid compliances and flatterics 
with vile men in their vileſt humours > Oh look 
upon the poor Curartes, and their Families : what 
15 their portion of the proſperity we now enjoy 2 
Alas, they live by Gods mercy, and mens charity. 
How deſpicable is their Calling > how little their 
Authority > how inconſiderable their Inſtruat- 
Ons > how ſucceſsleſs their DoErine > how uncre- 
dirable their Lives > Do not you ſee that your 
fellow-Miniſters under theſe neceflicies will not 
long be able to aſſert the- honour of their Calling 
and that no after-Generation will ſucceed ro inhe- 
rit their poverty and pains, unlefs ſuch as will - 
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ther debaſe the Dignity of the FunQtion > What, 
mult all the induſtrious Miniſters be Stipendiaries! 
The FaGion threatned no more, Muſt they hava 
onely their allowances > Anarchy could have done 
no more. Are you reſtored to reduce your fel- 
low-ſcrvants to that penury by a Law , which Fa- 
naticks would have brought them t@ without Law? 
They- wanted onely this miſery , to be undone by 
their Brethren , and periſh by them of their own 
profeſſion, | 
| Obje@. Theſe poor mer, you will ſay , are prove- 
ded for anſweratle to ther Parts, 

Anſw. Have they Parts for the Calling of Mini- 
ters, and have they nor Parts for the Maintenance 
of Miniſters > Can they preach the Goſpel, and 
can they not live by the Goſpel > Are chey worthy 
to diſcharge your Cures, and are they not worthy 
to enjoy them > — 

5- Do youdefire the advantage of ſo many Be- 

_ nefices , or do youdeſire the charge ? 1f the advaz- 
tage, then the poor Separartiſt was in the right, 
when he called you Hirelingsz then indeed you 
make merchandiſe of ſouls ; then you are the greateſt 
Lag and Deceivers in the world z and you 

augh among your ſelves, ( as the Thuſcan Sooth- 
ſayers ). and confer Notes, as that Pope with his 
Cardinal. ſaying, How much gatn doth this Fable of 
Chriſt bring us. 2 —— and poor ſouls ſhould avoid 
ou as the ſhadow of death, VV hat, ſhall E hear 
im whoſe godlineſs is gain} whoſe God is his 
belly! wholc. faich is advantage! -whoſe hope 15 
onely in this world ! . His Watchmen are blind, 
SE K 2 they .. 
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_ they are ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark ; {lecping, lying down, loving to ſlum- 
ber: yea, thcy are greedy dogs which can Neter 
have exough , and they are ſhepherds that cannor 

_ underſtand : they all look to their own way, every 
one for his gain from his quarter, Come ye, ſay 
chey, I will fetch wire, and we will f{ our {elves 
with ſirozg drizk; and ro morrow thall beas this 
day, and much more abundantly , Eſay 56.9, 10, 
11, < 

If the Charge , do,you know what you do> do 

you know that you muſt watch over the Congre- 
gation as they thar muſt grue 4 account 2 ſo many 
Benefices , ſo many more hundreds of ſouls tha 
you muſt anſwer for > Do yon know what 1t 15 
to anſwer rhe grear God for an immortal foul 
Do you know what it is to give an account of the 
purchaſe of Chritis blood > Do you know whar 
15 the work, what isthe charge ofa Miniſter > Oh 
poor fouls 3 you conſider not whceiher ſome have 
not accuſed you ro God , whom you never ſaw z 
wizettier ſouls under your Charge are not dayly 
going to another world , with. dolctul coinplaings 
againſt you, whom you never knew z whether any” | 
in Hell do nor cry out againſt you, whom you never 
faw : thouſands have appearcd before the Judge- 
ment-ſcat of God, excufing themſelves with your 
fauits, though-you-lay it nor to heart ; alleadging, 
that they ſaw no more-Religion in the world then 
Inecreſt and Gain, they knew nor what to doto 
be faved. | Alas,” yon are-not ſenſible that there 

may be hundreds in Hell'that you looked not after, 


curſing 
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cur ſing the day that ever you were born, that ever 
you were ſent into the world , that there ſhould be 
ſo many Wretches that lived onely to damn men. 
If it bea Charge you defire, why do you not at- 
tend unto rhar flock over which the holy Ghoſt 

made you overſeers > Why do you not in that cal- 
ling wherein you are called abide with God > Is 
ir poſſible for you ro ſerve two Cures > you wilt 
hold to the one, and deſpiſe or negle@ the other ; 
and is it poſſible for you to be ſaved unleſs you 
ſerve both > Muſt ye needs do that which makes ir 
impoſſible for you to be faved > Lord, whar if you - 
_ gained the world at the rate of undoing ſouls > Do. 

you conſider that the bread you ear is the price of 
ſouls > the drivk you drink ts the blood of fouls > 
 Howcan youeat with comforr,and rhink,Oh ſome 
of my Charge may be now going to Erernity, and 
I prepared them not > How can you ſleep ſecure- 
ly, andrhink , Some of my Charge may awake to: 
morrow inanother world , wherher of wo or weal 
I know not'> How can you die.peaceably, and. 
think, where ſhall we- meet the many ſouls da have 
gone before 18 out of our Congregations? Oli. where 
are ye,O immortal fouls > with God,or for ever de- 
patced from the prefence of the Lord ? Oh did you 
ever read rhiar of Se, Bernard, Oui mon mim ſedplures 
un beneficiis, not unus ſedplares inſupplicits 8 . It yoit 
pity dorm once again by rheſecourfes decaying, 
it you piry not poor fouls by'this tweatts peri(hing, 
Oh piry your felyes'; and have metcy. pon your 
own touts: Alas rhas' thou beedacated 
chargeably, ſhould fiudy diligently; — 
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dained ſolemnly to delude ſouls, to mock God, to 
deceive the world, and undo men, for ewo,or three, 
or four hundred pounds yearly, during a ſhort life ! 
that you ſhould appear tina Pulpir ( 1f yet you do 
appear ina Pulpit) for alittle Maintenance ! that 
you ſhould appear very folemnly every Sunday , 
onely to pur a trick upon God and men ! I hope 
- better things of you, and things that accompany 
ſalvation , though I chus ſpeak. . « In the Primi- 
<« tive times every Church of ſo many ſouls as are 
* of your Pariſhes , had many Miniſters, whereof 
<the ableſt ſpeakers did moſt in publick, and the 
Ereft did the more of the leſs publick work , 
«(which ſome miſtake for ruling Elders) bur now 
<« one of you takes the care of many Churches, 
The Popiſh times, I mean years 632, could di- 
vide Exglazd into Pariſhes , for the better diſchar- 


g1ng of the cure of ſouls.: our times unite thoſe Pa- 
riſhesagain , for the berter maintenance of pride 
and vanity, Is ir for this that we are reformed > 
is it for this we are Proteſtants 2: Then cach Pa- 
riſh had their Miniſters ro pray with them fervent- 
ly , to teach them faithfully , ro comfort.them ſea- 
| qo 4 ro converſe with them uſefully, to relieve. 
a 


them charirably , to dire@ them carctully, Ah! 
In que nos reſeruamur tempara !. Now, now My peo- 
ple are negle&ted-,* my buildings are.ruined , my 
volpitalicy is loſt, my authority is ſhrunk and faln, 
and .the Church of Eglazd is thought to be no- 
thing elle but rhe intereſt of a few crafty Clergy- 
men , ordering all. things. ro, thejx beſk,, advan- 
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Though Exuvy may know , and Prejudice ir felf 
may coniider, lama Church made up of godly 
and religious men : Princes, Nobles, Gentry, Bi- 
(h5ps, Miniſters and People, maintaining an Or- | 
rhodox Dodtine, a Primitive Governmenr, a pure 
and orderly Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and a 
Chriſtian Communion in Word and Sacrament ; 
who have forbid theſe extravagancies by whole- 
ſome Laws, checked them by ſevere Canons,'and 
diſallowed them by all fair and juſt means imagi- 
nable. In the darkeſt and moſt ſuperſtitious times, 
I ordered , That zo Monks, 1.e. tdle perſons, ſhould Vid. Se'd. 
take Livings of Biſhops , or appropriate the Reyenues of —_ 
them to themſelyes ; but that the Prieſts ſerving tn thoſe Cenr,r1. 
Cares , and the Churches , might be provided with necef= y-18- 
fares. -- f I 

Do you know why Monks were pulled down in 
H.8. time> Layitto heart, I beſeech you; for 
many look for your fall too. I © 

I, They were acculed for ingrofling VVealth y;q av.z; 
and Trade; and do yon hear what the world faith p.233. 
of you> 2, They were accuſed for impoveriſhing 
Pariſh-Prieſts , by decrying Preaching , as mini- 
ſtring matter of Schiſms and: Diſputes, and mag- _ 
nifying their own performances of Prayer and De- - 
vorion : by which,and other Artifices, they under- 
mined the poor Prieſts, and procured that' many. - 


RO - 


Churches preſentatiye , ' with their Glebes and; 
Tyrhes, were appropriated to their Covents , -lea--; 
ving but a poor pitrance for the Pariſh-Vicay, This: 
was the occaſion. of the firſt Impropriations; F< - 
pray God your careleſneſs.doth not occaſion ano-- 
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Oh rethzember Robert whitgrfts, the Abbor of 
Tellow*s{peech, whu was wont to {gy, That they and 
their Religion could not long continue, becauſe ({aid he) 
T have read the whole Scripuure over and ouer , and ne- 
ver found that Moraſteries (and I may adde, Plura- 
lities) were founded by God: for ({aid tie honeſt Ab- 
bot ) every planting which my heaueuly Father hath not. 
planted, ſhall be rooted up, i 

: Do.you remember that Lay-pariiamenr in King 

H, 4. his time > wherein the Nobles and Com- 

 mons aſſembled ſignified to the King, Thar the 
Temporal poſlefhons of Abbots, Priors, ec, vain- 

Iy{pent, would ſuffice to finde 150 Earls, 15co 

© Kozghts, 6200 Eſquires, 100 Hoſpitals > -Do 

youremember thoſe Mock-parliaments that often 

conſidered how many 10co men your Tyires (ill 
beſtowed upon you, as they thought) woult main- 
tal> You were once undone , — now are you 
made whole : I beſeecii you, my Sons,fin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing come unto you. 


Biſhop Jewelon 1 Theſ. p. 71. 


Foraſmuch brethren as we were kept from you for a ſeas 
fon concerning fight, but not in heart, weareenforced the 
more to ſee your face with great defire. Therefore we 
would have come unto you, 1 Paul, atleaft onceor twice 3 
but Satan bindred us. Such a zeal and care had he over 
the people of God- Dy in what caſe then are they that 
are careleſs, and babe no regard of the people of God... 

which bunt after Libings , and bend not themſelbes to” 
do-:gcod ! which ferve their own belly, and ſeek to be 11d, * 
| and eat. up the people of-God as if they were buy 


tim 
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Tvey cannot fay they have a defire to ft the face of their 
flock, and tbat thetr beart ig with them: howfoever they 
: time fo2 other matters, they can never take time 
to know therr ſheep , and to do the wozk of thefr Pint- 
ſtry among them : they. care not foz them , they think 
not of them; tbey plant not, thep water not,tbey wat 
| not, they gibe no warning of the dangers at band: 
they.teach them not to deny all ungodlineſs and wozld- 
 Iyluſts, and to tbe ſobe. ly,rightecuſly and godly in this 
pzeſent wozld. At were happy if all fuch were removed 
out of the Church of God: they deftrop the ſouls , and 
lead them to deſtruction by their negligence.» What 
account {ball they give unto: God foz the ſouls of their 
5zethzen > Uhere ſhall they ſtand? oz what” thill | 
they ſay when he (all bid them make a ſtrait account ? 
This is the pzactiſe of Satan, he uſeth all. means to 
fnare us,and withdzaw us from that bleſſed hope : fome- 
times he lettetb the increaſe of the Goſpel, by raiſing 
up tumults , and diſquieting the Church of God, and 
ſtirring the 'beart of ſuch as are in Authozirp to perfe- 
cute by all means the teachers of the Goſpel of Chit. 
Again , when God giveth peace and quietneſs to bis 
Church, he leadeth the Dverſe&rs of the people to a foz- 
getfulneſs of their duty, to ſk the pleafures and delight 
of this life, and to babe no regard of the wozk of the 
Load: ſuch occaffon the Devil ſeketh to binder our fal- 
bation, and to withſtand the truth and glozy of God. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Church of England's reſentment of Non-reſidence. 


H my Sons, TI have no pleaſure in expoſing 
you; yet have | no power to cxcule you : you 
know that I have charity tor you, that ſuffereth long, 
chat « ind, that is ot eaſily provoked, thinketh x0 e- 
_ wil, beareth all things , believeth all things , hopeth all 
things , endureth all things, Alas t what ſhall I do. 
now my people complain , y adverſaries Ie- 
proach , my Soveraign is difpleaſed , my Nobility 
and Gentry are incenſed ;3 and where-ever I turn 
my ſelf,Complaints are made,Petitions are drawn 
up , ſealoufiesare whiſpered, and Fears are mur- 
mured > If I ſhould hold my peace, 1 ſhould be thought 
altogether ſuch a one as you are : if] ſhould fpeak, my 
rongue fails me, Iamin agreart ſtrait; yet you 
had better hear your miſcarriages faithfully repro- 
ved by me, to your reformation, then maliciouſly 
aggravated by others to your deſirution, My 
words may be ſmart, yer they are wholeſome z ſc- 
vere they may be, yerkinde : you hear me with 
{orrow,but not with more then I ſpeak to you with. 
I, It's fad thatafter ſo many Councils, Decrees, 
(as Canh.6.Tol.6.Chalc.7, Nic.x5 . Sardic,14, after 
ſo many Fathers charge, as Hier. com. 2. p. 111. 
Aug.7. 4. in B. 16. Athan.in Jo, 7. Naz, apol. p.16. 
Cp. Ep. 8. Greg. de cure paſtorali paſſim) atter ſo ma- 
py proviſions of Parliaments , as 30 Hey. 8.4. 


32E1,6, 
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32 E1, 6, ſo many complaints from friends and 
foes, aSZIQ.E!, 3K.7; 12K.Ch. a fin ſodiſf- 
honourable to your Profeſſion , ſo dangerous ro 
Church and State, fo clearly repugnant to your 
Callings as Non-reſidence is , ſhould yer be zamed 
amongſt you. | 

AS, I. Doyouread that in AF. 20. 25, Take 
heed to your ſelves, and to all the flock over which the ho- 
ly Ghoſt hath made you overſeers , to feed the Church o 
Godwhich he hath purchaſed with his own blood 2 &c. 
Take heed, be not abſent, negle& not, Do you.con- 
{ider where you are , what you have taken upon 
you> Over which the holy Ghoſt : haththe holy 
Ghoſt ſet you over your flocks, and do you forſake 
them > hath Heaven tntruſted themto you , and 
do you negle@ them > Overſeers, and yet nor come 
near your flock > Biſhops , and never viſit them > 
To feed the Church of God , that Church for whoſe 
fake the world is upheld, Oh what a charge have 
you undertaken ! and will you be unfaithful to 
this charge > Are you Stewards of Gods own Fa- 
mily 2 Oh zt's required of a Steward that he be found 
faithful, 1 Cor.q.,2, Have you the condu of thoſe 
Saints that muſt live for ever with God in glory, 
and will you negle& them > Arethe ſouls of men 
rhought meet to ſee his face in glory , and are they 
not worthy of your urmoſt eare and pains >-- Ohif 
you kept beaſts you might ſay they are ſcarce 
worth looking afrer 5 but do you think ſo-of the 
ſouls of men, of the Church of God, the peculiar 


% 


people, the holy Nation > which he hath purchaſed 


with bis blood: God:the Son hath purchaſed the 
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Church with hts blood,and will you not look to 1t-> 
Whar, Sirs, will ye deſpiſe che blood of Chriſt > 
Shall rhe price of his blood be loſt > Hath Chriſt 
died for fouls, and ſhall not] ſweat> Are my 
people they which Chriſt came jirom Heaven to 
ſave, and ſhall notI gotrom the City , frcm the 
Court, ec. ro {ave them > -Oh what dv I herc, 
may you (ay, when it may be one of my pocr flock 
peruheth, for whom Ciirift dics > | ” 

After my departing ({aich the Text) grievou waltes 
(hall enter in amoug you, n0t ſparing the flock, Oh,Sirs, 
do you not know that the Jeſuite 1s buſte, that the 
Seducers are many > Why do you forſake your 
flocks > Areyou reſolved to rutne me > Firſt, you 
diſpleaſe the people, then you Iave them open to 
any elicious be tactious perſons that will improve 


their prejudice, diſcontents and weakneſs, to their 


own advantage. :Ir's true, you ſubſtitute your Cu- 
rates : but, alas, poor men, they are hardly able 
to live, much lcfs ro diſpute : th:cy are hardly able 
to furniſh themſelves for Sermons , much lefs for 
Controverſies ; beſides that, they are ſo contem- 
ptible, that I may here very pertinently alledge 
that of Eccles 9..13. a 
- Oh thar you ſhould betray his Majeſties intcreft 
and my cauſe, and leave his ſubjects and my people 
_ tothe temptations of thoſe men who with gcod. 
words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the 
ſimple , with feigned words making merchandize 
of chem! Can you flay in Court or City ,, and 
leave your poor Neighbours perverted, honeſt men 
deluded, good ſubjefs debauched, and a Kin =4 
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almoſt overturned > As Auguitus ſaid to Qaint. 
Varus, Quintlt Vare redde Legiones.z ſo his Majeſty, 
ſol (11 yer you will hear me) ſay unto you : Oh 
reſtore us che' many ſouls: which :by your negle& 
we have loſt! Ohreftore us thar peace which by 
your carele{neſswe want 1 Ohreſtore us that pu- 
rity of Dodrine and Worſhip which: by publick 
and private diligence you mignt have ſecured! 
Witle you arealleep,the enemy ſowerh his tares 5 
while you fleep, your ruine flumbers not :. while 
you ride to and fro ſceking that preferment your 
ambition may pitch upon, your adverſary the De- 
vil and his emifſaries goes to and fro ſcekingwhom 
he may devour. You compaſs Sea and Land for 
wealth, your adverſaries compaſs Sea and Land for 
m—_—ﬀ  j_ —cC  .  . 7 77 TT A... a AcQc<c<c<c-: 
 Anddid not the late times ſlander you > and are 
you Hirclings indeed > ' He that #6 an Hireling, and 
20t the Shepherd > whoſe own the ſheep are not:, ſeeth the: 
wolf coming , and leaueth the ſheep, and fleeth , and the 
wolf catcherh them, azd ſcattereth the ſheep. The Hire- 
ling fleeth becauſe be 15. an Hireling , and careth nat for- 
the ſheep, Joh.10. Qh of your own'ſelves do men 
_ ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away Diſct-. 
ples after them. Therefore watch z- and remem-: 
berzrthat in the Primitive times for the ſpace of ma- 
ny. years the Miniſters ceaſed not to warn 50g one: 
nignt. and day with tears :. and they. could fay-to.. 


their us rye We take you to record that we 


* are pure from the blood of, all men ;. far we have not ſhun- 
wed to declare unto yow-the whole counſel of God, We bave- 


coueted.no.mans filver, yor gold, nor apparel, A&&20.. - 
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2, Are not you them that watch for Mens ſouls? 
and do you not look after them > Are you to 
watch over them (o as to-give-an account > and do 
you leave them > Are: you the Angels of the 
Church, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall 
be hears of ſalvation, and to behold the face of their 
Father which 1s 1n Heaven > and do you not regard 
cthem> Angels, and carthly > Angels, and yet 
worldly > Are you the Souldiers of Chriſt, and 
do you intangle your felves-in the affairs of rhis- 
life > Areyouordained to preach rhe Goſpel > a 
_ neceſſity is latd upon you, and wo 1s you if you 
preach not the: Goſpel. Are you Stewards of the 
manifold gitts of God , and do you not remember 
that you muſt-give an account of your Steward- 
ſhip , for you ſhall be no longer Stewards > Are 
you in Chriſts ſtead, and yer ſo careleſs ofhis peo- 
ple? Ahit Chriſt had ſerved you ſo, what had 
become of-you > what had become of the world > 
3. Do youlovethe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and yer 
not feed his flock > Simon: Peter, loveſt thou me 2 feed 
my lambs, Simon Peter, loveſt thou me 2 Thou knoweſt, 
 O Lord, that 1 love thee : feed my ſheep. Have you 
any kindneſs for your peoples ſouls: Do you nor 
hear them cry , Come and help us > - Are they your 
joy, your crown, your rejoycing > Oh have mercy 
uponthem! Do you nor hear them ſay , Haier, 
careſt thou not that we periſh? We have immortal 
ſouls to looſe, an Eternity ro hazard ;- careſt thou 
not that we periſh>. Do you wonder that your 
people deſert you,. when you have forſaken them > 
Can'you blame chemn that.chey ſeparate trom == 


__ GY 

who have no care of them 2 They muſt needs for-- 
get thetr duty towards you, when you have ſorgot- 
ren yours towards them. No wonder if they 
cleaveto their Paſtors and Teachers : for they finde 
none l;ke minded, who natarally care for their fiate. 

O Sirs, the harveſt of ſouls at this time 1s great : 
* the Prebends are many, the Prieſts are many,the + Biſhop 
Deans are many ; ---the Labourers are few : Shall Jewel: 
I pray the Lord of the harveſt to tur? you out, atid 

| ſendforth Labourers into bis harvef# 2 The ſouls thar 
would be ſaved are many ; but they die in igno- 
rance, and you are not among them to inſtru 
them ; they die in doubt, and you not neer them 

. to ſatisfie them ; they die indeſpair, and there is 
none to comfort them : they live in diſorder, and 
there is none tO guide them : they arein a ſtate of 
nature , and there is none to redaim them : they 
are weak , and there is none to ſtrengthen them : 

_ theyareliable to temptation, and there is none to 
aſſt{t them co manage their temptation :: they go- 
aſtray, and there is none to ſeek them that are Ioit : 
they arein the gall of bitterneſs, and:there is:none 
to relieve them : they aretunder the power of:Sa- 
ran, in darkreff, and there is none tOtwrn them to: 
God, that they may receive forgrueneff of: ſins, and an 
inheritance among them that are ſanfified by farth 12 
Chrift, if God peradUenture might 'grue themrepenttauce 
ts the acknowledgement of the trath , "that they might: & 

ſeape out of the ſnare of the devit ;, that fo they mrght 
be converted, and their ſins be forgeven them. - Fain 
would.they hear, that their ſouls might Ive ;. but you 
arenot among thentto preach. - willing are they to- 
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receive the Sacrament, but youare not among 
ro adminiſterir. They aredeclining 1n grace, and 
rhere is none to.recover them,or 2 the ſpryit of meek- 
neſs to reſtore them : they are ata lofs, and there is 
none to adviſe them : they miſcarry, and there is 
none to overſee them, to watch over them, to look 
to them : they are ſick, and rhere is none to viſit 
them, to inſtruft and comfort them : they are un- 
ruly, and there is none to ſee that Church-difci- 

pline be exerciſed upon them. | | 
4. Will you receive the tythes of God, and 
nor do the work of God > Will you live of the 
Goſpel, and not preach the Goſpel > will you live 
of the Altar, and yer not ſerve the Altar > will 
you cat, and yet not work > 'will you receive tythes 
given to Melchizedec,and yer bleſs not the children 
_ of Abraham that pay it> will you receive the Le- 
vites portion,. and yet xot wait on the Tabernacle, nor 
ſerve the Sanfuary? VNVill you have the double 
honour of Reverenceand Maintenance , and yetnor , 
labour in the V Vord and DoGtrine > Muſt he thar 
is taught communicate unto him that reacheth 
him not in every good. thing >—— © How can you 
enjoy thoſe Donations our forefathers made ro 
Miniſters for teaching the good Word of God, for 
praying , &c, and yet neither teach nor pray > 
Vid. Spel, conc. Br. p. 29. Vid, Illyr. cent. 8.7. 9.Col. 
316, Ed.1624. Bede Hiſt. Eccl,l,1.c.16, fin. Lamb, 
Arch. p. 22, Bonif, Ep. p. 24. Polyd.Virg.l. 5.p. 89, 
99, Stow, Þ.99. uit, Eg, Ingulph. Se. 6,7. Mars 
weſt. Geſt. —2=X Til 5 anim. ſed Pe. 173. Speed 
Het; 7.0.32, Fox Martyrol, 3. p.136, Prafat. in: 
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Leg. Alfredt,c.3 8. Leg.Eccl, Alur. Athelftan, Malmesb. 
ae Geft, Br,2.c.11. Gemel, l.6. c, 9g. Seld, Eadm. 
Hiſt. p.171.R. Baſizgst, 3.p.,186, How will you 
Jook your Anceſtors inthe face, when you have ta- 
ken their gtits,and negleccd rheir deſires > VWhar, 
rake the tythe they gave, and leave their Poſteriry 
deſtitute ! — | Hs 
Obje. You will ſay, we have Curates z and whey 
perform our Duty. | —- - 
_- Arſw. 1. Curates?> what new Generation of 
men are theſe Curates> VVe have indeed {ome 
Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome 
Paſtors, ſome Doors : but no Curates. Your 
Commiſhon (O my Sons) is, Geye, and teach all 
Nattons ; not Go ye, Or {end your Curates tO reach 
all Nations. Hath your Servant liberty to bring 
whom he will to your ſervice, while he rakes his 
pleaſure ; and have you liberty to bring whom 
you: will to Gods ſervice, while you take your 
- pleaſure > O Sirs, the Scriptures run thus : Soz of 
man, I have made thee a watchman to the houſe of 1[- 
rael : therefore hear the word at my mouth,and gre them 
warning from me, When I ſayunto the wicked , Thou 
ſhal: ſurely die , and thou grue$t him not-warning, nor 
ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked may to ſave 
his life : the ſame wicked may ſhall die in bus aniquity, 
but his bI:udwill I require at thine hand, Tet if thou 
warn the wicked , and he turn not from hu wickedueſs, 
 zor from his wicked way, he ſhall die 1n his txtquity, but 
thou hat deltuered thy ſoul, Again, when a righteous 
man aoth turn from hi righteouſ} "f » and commit 191- 
quity , and 1 lay a ſlumbling-block before htm, he _- 
RE _ ae: 
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die : becauſe thou haſt not gruen bim warmrg, he ſhall 
die 1 bus "P , and his righteouſne ſi which he hath done 
ſhall not be remembred , but his bloud will I require at 
 thize hand, Nevertheleſs , if thou warn the righteous 
man, that the righteous ſin not, and he aoth not fins, he 
ſhall ſurely live becauſe be ts warned, alſo thou ha#t ae- 
livered thy ſoul, 1 charge thee therefore before Grd and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who ſhall judge the quick aud the 
dead at his appearing , and his kingdom : Preach the 
word, be inſlant 1m [fon out of ſeaſon z. reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long-ſuffering ard dofirine, For 
the time will came when they will not endure ſound do- 
Arine , but after thetr own lufts ſhall they heap to them- 
felves teachers , having itching ears, And they ſhall 
turn away their ears from the truth , and ſhall be turned 
unto fables, But watch thou in all things, endure affii- 
ftons , dothe work of an evangeliſt , make full proof of 
thy mwiittry, It you would be ſaved onely by Cu- 
rates, then ſcrve God. by Curates : it you may 
be damned onely by Curates , then truſt your 
Charge to Curates, Buthow du you read > Sox 
of Man, oe e agarnſi the ſhepherds of 1ſrael, prophefie 
and ſay unto them, Thus ſat. h the LordGod unto the ſhep- 
herds, Wo be tothe ſhepherds of Ifrael, that do ſeed them- 
ſelves : ſhould not the ſhepherds feed the flocks 2 Yeeat. 
the fat , and ye cloath you with the wool, ye kill them that 
are fed: but ye feed not the flock, The diſeaſed have Je 
not ftrenghened, neither have ye healed that which was 
ſick ,. neither have ye bound up that which was broken, 
aetther have. ye brought again that which was driven a- 
way, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt: but with 
farce and. with cruelty have ye ruled them,. Andthey 
| Wers.-: 
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were ſcattered, becauſe there is x0 ſhepherd: and they be- 
came meat to all the beafts of the field, when they were 
ſcattered My ſheep wandred through all the manntains, 
and upon every hgh bill : yea, my flock was ſcattered up- 
0n all the face of the earth, and none didſearch or ſeek 
after them, Therefore ye ſhepherds hear the word of the 
Lord: As I live, faith the Lord Goa, ſurely becauſe my 
flock Lecame a prey , and my flock became meat to every 
beaſt of the field, becauſe there was no ſhepherd , neither 
did my ſhepherds ſearch for my flock , but the ſhepheras 
fed themſelves , and fed not my flock: Therefore , Oye 
ſhepherds, hear the word of the Loyd, Thus ſaith the Lord 
God, Behold, 1 am a2aint the ſhepherds, and I will re- 
| quire my flock at their hand, andcauſe them to ceaſe. 
from feeding the flock , neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed 
themſelves any more 3 for I will deliver my flock from 
their mouth, that they may not be meat ſor them. | 
| 2. AreCurates Miniſters, or are they not? if 
_ not,why do you employ them > if they are,why do 
they not live upon that maintenance thatGod hath 
allowed Miniſters> You could not endure rational- 
ly in theſe late times to hear of Stipends , yet now 
your Brethren muſt be content with Allowances : 
and beſides, if they are Miniſters, then either they 
have cure of ſouls,or not : if they have cure of ſouls, 
why do they nor attend rheir own charge > if they 
have no cure of ſouls, how can they exercife any 
Miniſterial a& , ſeeing they have none to exerciſe 
it upon > no people being _ to attend any but 
their own Miniſter ; yea, all people being bound 
ro attend onely their own Miniſter. If you will 
ſay , He is your peoples Miniſter , then you muſt 
M ſay, 
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| ſay, You are.not.,— One people can have but one: 
Minifterata time, | Red 
3. Do you who are non-reſident expedt tythes: 
by mans Law onely, or by Gods > Not by oans. 
Law onely : for you have ſaid, and muſt ſay a- 
gainſt the Anabaptiſt , That they are of Divine 
right; otherwiſe they will fay , 'What man hath gi- 
wer » man may take away : nor muſt you look for it 
by Gods Law , which never allowed the mainte- 
nance of a Miniſter to any but ſuch as did the work 
of the Miniſtry, The Lazourer, ang heonely , us 
5; hs 
4. Cannot the State keep Curates as well as 
you > TItthis be all, may nor the Commonwealth 
_ allow Salaries and Stipends as well as you, and fo 
remove the burthez of tythe? O Sirs, you know not 
what you do : when the King, Lords and Com- 
mons obſ{crve how much ryrthe goeth to maintain 
your pride, vanity and folly , and how little to 
maintain the ſervice of God, they ſay, V Vhat need 
this waſte > why do we throw away {o much of the 
Publick Revenue, as amounts to two million and a 
half, whereas halt a million may maintain men to 
read prayers, and doall the duties of Minitters > 
A Gentleman hath a Parfonage of 2001, a'year'in 
his gift : V'Vhy,ſaith he, ſhall I part with ſo much 
of my Eſtate > cannot I give 20.or 39 {,. troa Cu- 
rate as well as a Clergy-man > You willrell him, 
 $:x,you Rob God, He will fay, No more then you : 
you know God onely hath tythes when they are 
employed in his fervice ; and ſhall allow fo much 
and more to Gods {ervice then you do, Ob 7 why 
| OTE A118 
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ſhould you, being a Lay-man, meddle with tythes; whith 
belongs to Gods ſervice 2 Anſw, 1 do tiot meddle with 
any which belongs to Gods ſervice, but wirh-what 
1s abuſed to mans wanwwnneſs>* Obj:; 7 ana Cler- 
gy-man, Anſw, SO are thouſands more ;z yernone 
hath right to tythe , but he that performs the duty 
enjoyned them that receive tythe : tyrhe is not {o-. 
much the maintenance of Miniſters perſons , as 
_ rheir wages for'their work: but a little of the tyche 
may ſuffice him who does the work , as we may 
obſerve from what you allow; and really I do nor 
know by what Law of God or man a Clergy-man 
may turii his tytne to private advantaze,any more 
then a Lay-man.- O Sirs; if you negle& your Call- 
ing when you bave maintenance, what would you 
do if you had'tone's Oh you that condemn Sacri- 
ledge, do you live by it > You that ſay a man ſhould 
not rob the Chutchjdo-you rob ity You that preach. 
and write: againſt taking away Miniſters mainte- 
. nance , do you take away Miniſters maintenance > 
1s it for this the Nation upheld rythes againſt all 
-oppofitioris ,-to have a few Readers and Curates >: 
-VVhart, have we ſaved them from the Fa&ious, to- 
be ſwallowed Up by the Coverous !- * Oh you are 
'men: born'to: undo your felves'; {ro ruine your 
 Calling,and to-tempt a greedy world to take'away: 
al:your mattirenance; Do you'read Hiſtory > '(A- 
1as, Iamatraidthat'i#fpitirof flumber harh ſeized: 
'you.') Dot you obferve whar if written in Ead.. 
IO ch, p. 9 . and Chartres de pig. tur. 7,21, They, 
(the Priefts)' grew ſrandelous + 2s they neglefed their 
Cares's they irefided Rot upon their Sap ok they 


went 


(32) 
went to and fro for their pleaſure : the people roſe up a- 
gainſt them : the Noblemen witharew their tythe from 
them :——the whole Kingdome cryed , No Service, no 
Maintenance : =— Teas the poor people burned the 
tythes , being loath the unworthy Minifters ſhould have 
any benefit by them, though loath themſelves to medgdle 
with them,— Thercupon it was agreed among the 
T-hanes,That there ſhould be no maintenance given 
£0 Perfons,, but ro Churches , which might allow 
themto {uch perſons that did them ſervice; and 
that none ſhould live by Church-allowance, bur 
they that did Church-duties, Seld. thid. Excerpt, 
Egbert, can,100, In continuance of time the Lazy 
 andtheldle had ingroſled almoſt all Church-pre- 
ferments ; then the tythes were alienated and im- 
propriated as 1t is at this day :>— whereupon the 
Clergy awaked a while , and followed their buſi- 
neſs diligently in K. E4.6. and the beginning of 
Q. El. Reign, Yet menare men ſtill : for abour 
the 30 of Q. El, the remainder of Church-livings 
that had eſcaped the [mpropriators, was ingroſſed 
by a few Pluraliſts and Non-reſidents : infomuch 
that the Commons in the Parliament of that year 
petitioned the Lords earneſtly, argued rationally, 
concluded peremptorily againſt theſe miſcarriages, 
as they did in all Parliaments until the 12 of K. Ch. 
when the ſcandal of this uſurpation was ſo great, 
the od;um (o general, the clamour ſo univerſal, the 
juggle of the Non-reſidents (in holding tyrthes un= 
der the pretence of the Miniſtry for nothing , and 
in receiving a million of the National Revenue for 
nothing elſe bur that they were in Orders ). was ſo 
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apparent, that the whole maintenance of Minifters 
was endangered, all Church-preferment was threat- 
ned. And you who: now cannot content your felves 
with handſome and honeſt competencies, were like to 
be brought to a morſel of bread. O Sirs, giue 0t oc- 
caſ:0n to them that ſeek occaſion ; let the world ſee thar 
Duty is more your care then Maintenance ; that you 
do not work to eat, but that you eat to work : that ro 
maintain the Engliſh Clergy, is, 1. to uphold Religi- 
on: 2, toadvance (zods Name: 3. to promote the 
ſalvation of ſouls, to ſupport the glory and intereſt of 
this Kingdom, together with the peace, civility and 
happineſs of this Age and Poſterity. 


Gild.de excidio Briranniz, Edit, Polyd, Virg.p.7 3. 
*  Poſſet qutdem|enior;fiert Tacrepatio , ſed quid prodeſt 
unlnu tantum manu palpare, unguentoue ungere ,. qui tu- 
more jam vel fartore ſibt horreſcens, cauterio , & publico 
ggnts medicamine eget ? O Inimict Dei r0n ſacerdotes  O- 
licttatores malorum-non Pontzfices , Traditores& non A= 
poſtolorum ſucceſſores, —81 quis Epiſcopatum cupir,bo- | 
num opus cuplt :. vos Epiſcopatum auaritie gratia cupt- 
HS=——;p hoc Sermone lachrimis potins quam. Verbis opus 
eft———nec ſbi quiſquam ſacerdotum de corporss mundl 
 Conſcientia ſupplaudat , cum eorum quibus pres? ſi prop- 
ter ejus Imperitiam,. ſeu-defidiam, ſeu Adulationem pert- 
ertnt in die judictt de tjus manibus veluti InterfeRoris ante 
me exquirantur: Multum uſu ac frequentia percatorum: 
anebriati, & inceſſautey irruentibus vobis ſcelerum-cumur- 
latorum ,: ac fi undis quaſſati , uuumrweluti poit nauſragt- 
um i1.qua ad uivorum terram evadatis , penttentie tabu- 
lam toto anting nifu inquirite , ut auvertatur furor Domins 
&.Vabis, = Ipſe omnipotens Dew totius Conſplationts: 
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& miſericordie pauciſſimes \bonos paſto! 


a5 roviferoet ab on- 


14 malo , of municipes fuciar ciultatis Jerafalem cole(fis - 
h, e. {anforum omntum Congregntionts, Pater, Pilius, Of 
| Spirifus Saxfus , Cui fit bonor & cies "0 ecula Ja w | 


FIT Amen, : 


IK Berkſhire - 
Bedfordſhire 
Buckinghamſhire © 
Cambrideeſh, and Ige Ely 45| 
Cornwal on 
Cheſhire 4.5 
Herefordſhire - $4| 

Cumberland ]_. 

Darbiſhire 
Devonſhire 
Dorſerſhire 
Durham 

Eſlex 
Gloceſterſhire. 
Hampſhire 
Lancaſhire . 
Lincolnſhire 
Leiceſter ſhire 
Middleſex | 
Notrtinghatnfhire 
Kent 
Worceſterſhire 
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Norfolk 
Oxfordſhire © 


-]Nurthumberland 


jrramawr MN 2, 
I-Somerſerſhire 

| Suffolk 

 Suſlex 


_Qurrey 
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7 Shropſhire 


Merionethſhire 
Caernarvan 
Angleſey 
Denbigh 


Flintſhire - 
Montgomery 
Glamorganſhire 
Monmonthſhire 


| Pembrokeſhire 
't Radnorſhire 


Caermarthenſhire - 
-Brecknock 
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So that of.1 2000 Church- -livings, or thereabour, 3060 and 
more being impropriate, and 4165 being Sine-careszor Non- 
reſidents Livitigs - What a poor remainder is there left for a 
painful and an honeſt Miniſtry, for the glory of God; andthe . 


{alvation of ſouls ? 
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